
MMGS MINUTES
February 24, 2010

Plymouth Congregational Church, Lansing

Vice-President Jim Lalone started the meeting at 7:00 pm with a program committee Special
Request for types of programs.  Judi Dow introduced the guests.  There were 8 guests and about
26 members present on a very snowy evening.

Program: Chris Czopek presented a talk on the “Lost Andersonville Diary” and his efforts to
locate the diary in the extant families.

BUSINESS MEETING
Secretary’s report:  Joanne Harvey read the minutes which were approved as read. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Karl Rogier presented the report.  There is $2,609.43 in the checkbook
and $2,126.21 in the investment accounts for a total net worth of $4,735.64 as of February 28,
2010.
Committee Reports:
a..  Programs:  Jim Lalone reported that programs are set for all meetings from March 24, 2010
through November 18, 2010 except for the May meeting.  The schedule can be viewed at the
MMGS website and on Facebook.  He also talked about a program of mini-workshops and the
need for members to staff tables and do some talks.  This would be an open house type of
program.  
b.  Publicity & Promotions:  Jim Lalone also talked about ad rates in the City Pulse for non-
profits, e.g., for the mini workshop or book.  They would give a 50% reduction.  Possibly taking
out three ads–one for the book(s), one in February for the Society and upcoming meeting dates
and programs, and one in September for the Society meeting dates and programs.
c.  Publications: Earl Watt has continued to update the website. He said there is lots of info at the
site.  He is also half-way through reworking the by-laws.

1.  Newsletter Editor:  Roni Sionakides mentioned the newsletter would be distributed
about March 15 or shortly afterward.  This will be last one until September.
2.  No one present to report on Cemeteries or projects.  Earl would like to do an index in
Access database.

Michigan Genealogical Council:  Grove Sandrock presented his report on the situation at the
Library of Michigan.  The hours of the Archives have changed to be consistent with the
Library’s hours.  They are 10 am to 5 pm, Monday through Saturday. 

The controversy over the genealogical collection is still vague at the moment.  The Department
of Education has sent a communication on State letterhead indicating where their focus on the
core mission is going to be concentrated.  The non-Michigan genealogical and the regional
federal depository collections do not fit into the core functions of the state library.  A response
letter from Cynthia Grostick, President, Michigan Genealogical Council indicates that the
Council’s goal is to keep the collections under one roof and under state control.  This report has
been confirmed by members of the Society.  Joanne Harvey wants the MGC letter and a list of
the members of the Michigan Committee on Innovation and Reinvention on the society website. 
She also mentioned statutory disposal procedures of state property.  One option is to find a
steward for the entire genealogical collection and the second copies of the Michigan Collection
that will be disposed of when the library ceases to be a circulating institution.



Grove also talked about the Indexing Project of Centennial Families and getting the names on
computer.

Old Business
Earl Watt reported on the audit of books.  2007 and 2008 are in order.  He is working on 2009.

New Business
None presented.

Announcements
Two members, Ervin Stahl passed away in January 2010 and Charter Member Vivian Ross
passed away in February 2010.

Motion to adjourn was made and seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted by:
Roni Sionakides, co-recording secretary


