
MMGS MINUTES 
February 23, 2011 

Plymouth Congregational Church, Lansing 

 

President Earl Watt started the meeting at 7:00 pm..  There were about 24 members and 9 guests 

present.  Judi Dow mentioned the issue of crumbs in name tags. 

 

The meeting program was presented by member Roni Sionakides on Quaker Genealogy. 

 

BUSINESS MEETING started at 8:30 p.m. 

President’s remarks: none 

 

Recording Secretary: The secretary’s report of the November 17, 2010 meeting was approved 

as read. 

 

Treasurer’s report:  Karl Rogier reported that the bank and cash accounts had $3,699.60, the 

investment accounts had $2,134.62 for a total net worth of $5,834.22. 

 

Committee reports: 

1.  Membership:  Judi Dow reported there is an updated short directory from January 2011. 

2.  Roni Sionakides said the next newsletter will be out in late May or June and to have items to 

her by May 1. 

3.  Upcoming programs will be a group discussion at the March 23 meeting on breaking down 

brick walls and to email Bob Ference with a brick wall and attempts to resolve it; April 27 and 

May 25 meetings will be on DNA; and June 22 meeting will be the potluck dinner and Annual Meeting 

with member Jesse Lasorda talking about his research on the  “The Higgins Boys.”  Jesse said he has 

discovered some new twists in the story.  

4.  Judy Pfaff said she is donating publications, especially the Atlas of Ingham County, to 

Ingham County Genealogical Society, Archives of Michigan, Library of Michigan, and any other 

interested parties since they are not selling.  The Society needs to stop thinking of publications as 

a source of money but as a resource for our community and libraries. 

5. Ken Howe reported on the Michigan Genealogical Council meeting.  The Library of Michigan 

has had some early retirements and some personnel layoffs, reducing staffing from about 100 

persons to 28.  At this time, one service point is provided on the main floor, i.e., one person at 

one desk for public assistance.  The Archives, whose statutory function is keeping the official 

records of the State of Michigan, has also been cut but not so severely.  Seeking Michigan, the 

on-line database, will continue but many other subscription databases may be in jeopardy under 

the new budget.  The Library is looking for outside grants. 

 

No materials are circulated from the Library except to State employees doing a State project.  

The Library is accepting only gifts which have a very definite Michigan subject and are 

approved by a staff member to be added to the collection - this also applies to genealogy 

materials. 

 

Family Search is indexing older Michigan marriage records, some of which currently appear in 

the Family Search database. Be sure to verify all Family Search entries with the original record - 

a recent recording of a pre-1875 marriage had three different spellings for the bride's maiden 

name. 

 



There was no old business. 

New business:  Joanne Harvey reported that the old Dewey-classified book collection in the 

Library of Michigan will be eliminated as will the old Library of Congress-classified book 

collection.  Michigan law allows state property to be de-accessioned in three ways: first, the 

property is to be offered to a state office performing the same or similar functions; second, the 

property is to be offered to other governmental bodies in the state performing similar functions; 

third, the property may be sold to be public upon determination of a fair value.  With this in mind 

inquiry was made of the State Librarian as to what steps were being taken with the old Dewey 

collection.  The Department of Management, Budget, and Technology will handle the matter 

further-the Library has not yet not been notified how.  We hope books can be sold to the general 

public. 

 

MOTION:  I move that the Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society officially inform the Library of 

Michigan that MMGS members are willing to assist the Library with physical help, as its 

collections are altered to meet its new service plan.  Motion by Joanne Harvey.  Second by Lois 

Perkins.  Carried. 

 

Program in March 2011 will be “Breaking Down Brick Walls” from members’ submissions. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Joanne Harvey and Roni Sionakides, co-recording secretaries 


