
MID-MICHIGAN GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY- 

SEPTEMBER 28, 2011 

 

Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society’s meeting commenced approximately 7:05 P.M. at 

Plymouth Congregational Church, Lansing.  There were 29 members in attendance and 9 

guests introduced by Membership Chair Judy Dow.  Roni Sionakides gave a talk on 

”Researching Your Huguenot Family”. It was very informative and entertaining. 

 

Co-President Barb Heyser called the business meeting to order at 8:25 P.M.  Co-

President Roni Sionakides read the June minutes. Minutes were approved as read.  

 

Officer Reports:  Karl Rogier, Treasurer, gave a report of the budget.  

 

Motion by Judy Dow and seconded:  That the budget be accepted as read.  

 

Discussion followed where Judy Pfaff pointed out that the amount allotted for the sale of  

the books was excessive.   

 

Motion by Judy Pfaff and seconded: That the proposed amount of $500 in the sale of 

books category be reduced to $50.  

 

Jack Worthington mentioned that income and expenditures had to balance and made a 

motion: That the budget be tabled in order to give the Treasurer time to make an 

adjustment so that budget will balance.  This was seconded and motion was approved. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Membership:  Judy Dow reported many new members at tonight’s meeting.  She 

announced if they do not receive their new member packet within the next month to 

please contact her. 

 

Michigan Genealogical Council Delegate: Ken Howe inquired if Council dues were paid.  

Karl Rogier answered in the affirmative. He reported that Kris Rzepczynski at last 

meeting said Library of Michigan is buying 3 new readers. The LOM will only accept 

donated material that is Michigan related.  

 

MGC Family History Workshop, Saturday, Oct. 29, 2011 at the Michigan Historical 

Center will feature keynote speaker Pamela J. Cooper.  Pam has been the supervisor of 

the Archive Center (Florida/local history) & Genealogy Department for the Indian River 

County Main Library, Vero Beach, Florida.  She also served as Director of the FGS.  

 

At the Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference it was suggested that a new 

approach be taken to appeal to younger people.  Societies need to rethink how they 

present themselves.  This could possibly be accomplished by small changes such as   

changing the word “workshop” to “event.”   An “event” might be more appealing than a 

“workshop” to younger people. 

 



Historian: Yvonne Koos reported that she cuts out obituaries and stories about members 

and their families. 

 

No Old Business 

 

 

New Business: 

Joanne Harvey would like members to report next meeting on any good finds from the 

Spring “Breaking Down Brick Walls” workshop.  If you have any unexpected finds or 

new sources to share, please email Jim LaLone to be on the list to participate at the 

October meeting. 

 

Jim LaLone would like the next newsletter to be about “House and Home.”  It will be on 

the website.   If you would like to submit a story about your life growing up or the history 

of your home, please submit to Jim by November 1
st
.   

 

Judy Pfaff reported that the Greater Lansing Historical Society is hosting a silent auction 

Saturday, October 8
th
 between 4-7 P.M. at Comerica Bank downtown Lansing to raise 

money to create a plan for a new museum. You can get more information at 

info@lansingehistory.org.  

 

Jim LaLone urged all to use the LOM while you can.  We may lose it in the near future.  

October 10
th

 Roni and Jim will be at the library willing and able to assist anyone wanting 

help in their research. 

 

Joanne Harvey reminded members that the Eaton County Genealogical Society was 

taking a bus trip to Allen Library in Ft. Wayne Saturday, October 15
th
 and there is still 

time to sign up.   

 

Meeting was dismissed at 8:57 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Co-Secretary Sharon Patton 
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