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PROMOTE COMMUNICATION AND
COOPERATION WITHIN MMGS
By Judy Pfaff, President

W
elcome back to the 2009-2010 MMG S year.

As societies go, we are an aging group as we

enter our 42nd year.  There are some shakeups

in the officer lineup this year.  As you will notice, I

have taken on  the presidency and given up being the

newsletter editor.  Those of you who were members in

1988 will recall I was president after being vice-

president for two years and prior to that I served as

secretary.  So, twenty years later I return to be  your

president.  I would  like to say I enrolled as a

kindergartner.  However, I joined while trying to fill out

my son’s baby book.  I came to my first meeting by

invitation of Joanne Harvey.  I was a student in her

beginning genealogy class (MSU Evening College,

winter of 1979).  My son turned 30 last October, so I

have been working on my family information for 30

years.

The MM GS Newsletter, Vol. 1, number 1, was

issued in the summer of 1987 with the first editor being

Dawn Chamberlin.  Dawn continued through the fall of

1995, Vol. 9, number 3 or 35 issues (4/year).  I finished

her year with the winter of 1996, Vol. 9, number 4.  My

last issue was the fall of 2008, Vol 22, number 1 for 38

issues (3/year).  Now, it is time to introduce a new

editor Roni Sionakides.  For the past decade, the

newsletters have been archived on the web.  These are

being removed as of Sept. 1, 2009 .  There are plans to

begin archiving the newsletters from 2009 on the

current MMGS website.  I know that Roni will do an

excellent job of keeping us all informed.

We have many other ways of keeping informed

about genealogy activities.  Mary Ann Smith is keeping

the website up-to-date [http://mmgs.wordpress.com].

Please check it out often.  She is also getting our events

mentioned in the Lansing State Journal.  Jim LaLone is

keeping Facebook members informed.  The Library of

Michigan is active in inviting Facebook members to

events with items from members Kris Rzepczynski and

Karen White.  I am continuing to send out e-mails to a

list for members.  Shirley H odges also has an e-mail list.

The Michigan Genealogical Council has an excellent

website [http://mimgc.org/].

As most of you know, I was living in California

from November 2008  to June 2009.  It was quite an

adventure for me.  I was helping care for my

granddaughter Cassie  who turned a year o ld in April.  It

was a very special time for all of us.  In my spare time I

took in some interesting genealogy research.  Member

Harriette Henrickson introduced me to the Sutro Library

which is located on the north campus of San Francisco

State University and is an excellent research library.  I

toured several cemeteries and took pictures.  I introduced

the Union Cemetery of Redwood City at the June

meeting.  I have a program on the cemeteries of Colma

for the September meeting.  I visited some other archives

and local libraries.  On my way home in June, I had a

day and a half research in Salt Lake City.  Best of all, I

was able to  get acquainted with other branches of the

family that live on the west coast.  What did I miss?

Snow and extreme cold weather.  The only snow I saw

was on the sides of the road driving through Tioga Pass

on the way home.

I was excited to learn about the MM GS book on the

Lansing Sesquicentennial families -- STORIES OF

LANSING, MICHIGAN FAMILIES:  Shopkeepers,

Soldiers, Statesmen and One Naked Lady.  This has been

a very different publication for our society.  What a great

project.  I hope that the future will bring society

members together for such quality works.  The

camaraderie of the committee members was fun to

observe as I was present at their last meeting.

Like all of you, I was quite upset to find out that our

Library of Michigan might well be abolished by

executive action.  I met many of you down at the Capitol

for our rally and “Hands around the Library.”  I was

honored to be among the speakers as was member
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Shirley Hodges.  Joanne Harvey was very instrumental

in planning the day’s events.  In looking over the past

issues of this newsletter, there was an article presenting

the plans for the new library and the scheduled opening

in Sept. 1988.  I remember well the formal dedication.

It was a proud day indeed for genealogists in Michigan.

We must continue our fight to save this wonderful

facility.

In June, I again worked with the 4-H students at

Explorations Days and taught two sessions on

genealogy at the MSU Library.  On August 1, I was  a

judge of the Folk Pattern 4-H projects at the Ingham

County Fair.  The winner of the MMGS Genealogy

Award ($25) was Makenna Morse, age 11.  Her project

was a genealogy book on her Box family.  I hope that

we can bring her  to one of our meetings this year .  She

is an excellent genealogist. 

Jim LaLone and Judi Dow have some great

programs planned for the fall.  Karen W hite and Jim are

working on the spring programs.  Our biggest problem

for meeting nights will be getting out of the building by

9 pm.  We can always continue our discussions at the

Burger King.

President James Beck in the very first issue of the

MMGS Newsletter said: “I am proud of our Society.

Let’s continue to promote communication and

cooperation with the group.”  That still is a most

commendable plan for our society today.  Let’s keep on

working together for the good of our society and

genealogy.

WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?
By Jim LaLone

Genealogy is both exciting and challenging.  It

forces you to analyze data, learn history, discover

reasons why things are done the way they are, and just

plain think.  The world becomes smaller, people are

more alike then different and life just isn’t all that

logical.

One of the pitfalls of genealogy is the various terms

one may come across.  A handy dictionary doesn’t have

the word (i.e. no longer being used) or the definition

doesn’t make sense (cool - not meaning cold, but

meaning neat— not meaning tidy!).  Well, a little

searching and reading on your part can often provide

the answer.

You should  always read about any project you take

on to learn proper procedures, terminology and what

tools you will need.  The same app lies to genealogy.

Most “how to” or beginning genealogy books have

glossaries or at least define terms in the various

chapters of the book.  This is your starting point.

However, there are specialized books, articles in

publications and online sites which will also prove useful

in your research in understanding terms.  Hopefully, the

following short list will be helpful.  Use PERSI  for

researching articles in genealogical and historical

publications by subject/topic.

GENERAL INFORMATION:

A to ZAX: A Glossary of Terminology for Genealogists

and Social Historians, by Barbara Jean Evans.

Ancestry's Concise Genealogical Dictionary, compiled

by Maurine and G len Harris.

Beginners Genealogical Dictionary , by Vicki Wilson.

Dictionary of Genealogy, by  Terrick V. H. FitzHugh.

Genealogist's Dictionary , by Frances Dunfee Larson.

Genealogist’s Encyclopedia , by L.G. Pine.

Genealogist's International Dictionary , compiled by

Rosa A. Goodrich.

Genealogy Vocabulary Aids: Genealogy Dictionary,

Names and  Nicknam es, Abbreviations Commonly

Used, by Dorthy Lazelle Williams

Manual for the Genealogist, Topographer, Antiquary,

and Legal Professor, by Richard Sims (available on

google books).

What Did They Mean by That? A Dictionary of

Historical Terms for Genealogists, by Paul Drake.

http://www.eogen.com

http://www.genealogy-quest.com/glossaries/

terminology.html

http://genealogy.suite101.com/article.cfm/genealogy

_definitions_and_terminology

http://www.cyndislist.com/diction.htm

http://www.suite101.com/article.cfm/family_historian

s/81493

http://ivad3.us/Genealogy/terminology.html

http://wiki.geni.com/index.php/Terminology

http://hawkshome.net/misc_items/

genealogy_terminology.htm

ABBREVIATION S:

Abbreviations and  Acronyms: a Guide for Family

Historians, by Kip Sperry.

https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Abbreviations_Found

_in_Genealogy_Records.

http://www.rootsweb.com/~rigenweb/abbrev.html

http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~sam/

abbr.html 

http://www.genealogy.com/Glossary/glossary.html

http://www.geisheimer.org/info/gene/abbr.htm

CLOTHING & FASHION:

If your ancestor worked in the fashion industry, or

a probate inventory contains lists of articles of clothing,

then the following articles may be of interest:

“Undressing Our Ancestors,” by Jayne Shrimpton in



3         MMGS     September Newsletter

Practical Family History, Spring 2009, p.32.

“Costume History,” Jayne Shrimpton in Practical

Fam ily History, Jan. 2009, p.46.

“Costume History,” Jayne Shrimpton in Practical

Family H istory, Mar. 2009, p.34.

“Costume History,” Jayne Shrimpton in Practical

Family H istory, Apr. 2009, p.46.

DATES/CALENDARS:

For regnal dates, search using google on the

internet.

See also: http://www.sldirectory.com/cal.html

DISEASES, CAUSES OF DEATH AND OTHER

ARCH AIC M EDICAL TER MS:

Morbus: Why and How Our Ancestors Died: a

Genealogist's Dictionary of Terms Found in Vital

Records, by Rosemary A. Chorzempa.

http://www.antiquusmorbus.com/Index.htm

http://rmhh.co.uk/illness.html 

http://www.cyndislist.com/medical.htm

http://www.medterms.com/script/main/hp.asp

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~billingh/disease.

htm http://cancerweb.ncl.ac.uk/omd/

http://www.neonatology.org/classics/old.terms.html 

http://www.genealogy-quest.com/glossaries/

diseases1.html

GRAV ESTONES:

“Military Gravestone Abbreviations”, by Patrick

McSherry, in Family Chronicle , Nov/Dec 2008, p.

29.

http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/misc/

grave_symbols.shtml 

http://genealogy.about.com/od/military_records/a/

abbreviations.htm 

HERALDRY, MEDIEVAL & ARCHA IC

TERMINOLOGY: 

Complete Guide to Heraldry , by A. C. Fox-Davies

Dictionary of Heraldry, ed. by Stephen Friar

Glossary of Terms Used in Heraldry, by James

Parker

How to Read a Coat of Arms, by Peter Summers

Medieval Wordbook: More than 4,000 Terms and

Expressions from Medieval Culture, by Madeleine

Pelner Cosman.

HOUSES/LAND:

House Histories: a Guide to Tracing the Genealogy

of Your Home, by Sally Light (American). Contains a

glossary.

Houses and Homes : Exploring Their History, by

Barbara J. Howe, et al.

Searching American Land and Deed Records, by

Fran Carter.

Surveys, Deeds and Title Searches, a Manual for the

Layman, 4 th Revised, by Charles E. Lawson.

Townships & the Legal Descriptions of Land, by

Charles Butler Barr.

Tracing the History of Your House: the Building, the

People, the Past, by Nick Barratt (English) Contains a

glossary.

LANGUAG E:

Check used bookstores for very old dictionaries,

especially 75-100 years or older.  A number of ethnic

publications will often have articles on genealogical

terminology giving words in the native language.  For

example “Michigan’s Habitant Heritage”, published by

the French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan, had

language lessons for French terms used, such as dates,

numbers, occupations, etc.

Central European Genealogical Terminology, by

Jared H . Suess.

“Old English,” by Maureen A, Taylor in Family Tree

Magazine, Apr. 1004, p.58

http://www.dutchwisconsin.com/PDF/translations.pdf

 (Dutch)

http://german.about.com/homework/german/library/

blfamilie.htm (German)

http://www.carothers-carruthers.com/genealogyterms

(Scots)

http://www.swedenroots.com/background/

glossary.htm (Swedish)

LEGAL:

http://ancienthistory.about.com/gi/dynamic/

offsite.htm?site=http%3A%2F%2F

www.uklegal.com% 2Farticles%2Flatin.htm

OCCUPATIONS:

Your Family History Magazine, an English publication

has done a number of articles on occupations:

“Papermakers and Rag Sorters” by Colin Waters, Nov

2008, p. 38.

“Christmas Traders” by Colin Waters, Dec 2008, p.

36.

“Journalists, Sub-editors and  Typesetters” , by Colin

Waters, Jan 2009, p. 36.

“How Bakers Earned a Crust”, by Colin Waters, Feb

2009, p. 36.

“Dentists, Toothers and Kind-Hearts“, by Toni Smith,

Mar 2009, p. 38.

“Politicians and Chartists”, by Colin Waters, Apr

2009, p. 38.

See PERSI for other articles in the series.

“Boot and Shoes Makers”, by Neil Storey, in Family

Tree Magazine, Mar 2008, p. 14.

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
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~dav4is/Sources/Occupations.html

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~rigenweb/

ocupaton.html

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~genepool/

jobs.htm 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wiashlan/

occupations.html 

http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/misc/

occupations.shtml 

RELATIONSHIPS:

http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/

2008/02/what-is-second.html 

http://listsearches.rootsweb.com/th/read/

BLANKENSHIP/1999-03/0922067142

MICHIGAN GENEALOGICAL
COUNCIL

UPCOMING EVENTS 
September 19— 2009 Family History
Month Seminar

The Michigan Genealogical Council, the
Library of Michigan and the Archives of
Michigan are co-sponsors in this full day
seminar. 

Location:  Library of Michigan
702 W. Kalamazoo
Lansing, Michigan
9 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.
Registration at 8:30 a.m.

For more information, a full schedule and
registration form see website at
http://mimgc.org.  Please register by
September 14.

Meet Your New Editor

My name is Roni Sionakides.  I have
volunteered to publish a newsletter 3 times
yearly.  I use WordPerfect for  my word
processing software program.  It is not
compatible with Word or other software
programs.  Please send any submissions to the
newsletter in an RTF file to my email at
rsionakides@sbcglobal.net.  If you cannot send
to me by email I will retype a small submission
but I must have it a week before the deadline in
order to have time to get it done.

Deadline for the next newsletter is November
15, 2009 and mailing/posting to website date
will be about December 1, 2009.
Following newsletter about March 1, 2010.

JUST OUT!!!!

Stories of Lansing, Michigan
Families: Shopkeepers, Soldiers,
Statesmen and One Naked Lady

Published by MMGS

Softbound $25.00
Hardbound $45.00 (order only)

Membership discount available.

Contact: Bill Atkinson
Phone:  (989) 587-6970
Email:  watkinson@4wbi.net
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MID-MICHIGAN GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Member of the Michigan Genealogical Council (MGC) and the Federation of Genealogical
Societies (FGS).

President Recording Secretaries Past President
Judy Pfaff Joanne Harvey Kris Rzepczynski
(517) 669-3798 (527) 321-0945 (517) 321-0596
pfaff@msu.edu harveyfti@webtv.net krzepczynski@

michigan.gov
Vice-Presidents Roni Sionakides
Jim LaLone (517) 482-5986 Membership
(517) 482-7204 rsionakides@sbcglobal.net Judi Dow
jimmypnl@gmail.com (517) 339-2706

Treasurer judidow@aol.com
Karen White Karl Rogier
(517) 371-2858 (517) 482-2263
whitek@michigan.gov karogier@hotmail.com

Come and join us!

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society

Name: ______________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________ Apt. # ______

City: __________________________________ State/Prov.: _______ Zip: ________

Phone(s) - Preferred numbers:

(H) _____________  (W) ______________  (Cell) _____________

Email: ______________________________________________________________

Surnames you are researching: ___________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Please check:

(  ) Individual  $15.00    (  ) New
(  ) Family $20.00          (  ) Renewal

Please make your check payable to MMGS. 
Send to Membership Chair, MMGS, P.O.
Box 16033, Lansing, MI  48901-6033.
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Mid-Michigan Genealogical
Society
P.O. Box 16033
Lansing, Michigan  48901-6033

Serving the Lansing and Mid-
Michigan researchers of family
history since 1967.

Visit us at our Facebook website:
www.facebook.com/pages/Mid-
Michigan-Genealogical-
Society/63844634435

and at our website:
www.mmgs.wordpress.com

An orange sticker on your mailed newsletter indicates
non-membership for the current year.  This will be
your last newsletter.  Please contact the membership
committee if you want to continue membership and
receive the newsletter.

Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society CALENDAR

Monthly meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month, except January, July,
August and December, at Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 E. Grand River Avenue,
Lansing, Michigan, unless noted differently.

Fall schedule meetings:
September 23—Allison A. Findlay will be speaking on her Girl Scout Gold Award project to
redo the Dubois Cemetery in Alaiedon Township, Mason.  Also Judy Pfaff will present a
program “Why I can’t leave my heart in San Francisco”.

October 28—Cynthia Gehring will speak on the MSU Archives.

November 18—JoAnne Harvey will present a talk on Barak Obama’s ancestry. 

December—no meeting.

January 2010—no meeting.

February 2010—to be announced but possibly on the Civil War.
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