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BRIEF EDITORIAL ON THE LIBRARY

As this goes to the copy shop, I would like to
remind everyone that rumors do float around.  All
of us are concerned with the recent letter from the
Department of Education on the future of the
Library of Michigan and the two letters from the
Michigan Genealogical Council in response.  I
have received a few emails describing what will
be happening to the library’s various collections
that only added to the confusion I am already
experiencing.  I have a tendency to view the
emails I received with a bit of caution.  In time we
will learn about the final decisions of the
Michigan Committee for Innovation and
Reinvention.  And by the beginning of the State of
Michigan’s 2010-2011 fiscal year we will see the
results.  Until then, the best information will come
from the Department of Education and from
MGC.

Roni Sionakides, Editor

A FEW BITS OF POETRY

“Old Botany Bay”
by Mary Gilmore, Australia

I’m old
Botany Bay
Stiff in the joints
Little to say.

I am he
Who paved the way,
That you might walk
At your ease today.

Shame on the mouth
That would deny
The knotted hands
That set us high!

“The Elusive Ancestor”
by Merrill Kenworthy

I went searching for an ancestor, I cannot find
him still.

He moved around from place to place and did
not leave a will.

He married where a courthouse burned, he
mended all his fences.

He avoided any man who came to take the U.S.
Census.

He always kept his luggage packed, this man
who had no fame.

And every 20 years or so, this rascal changed
his name.

His parents came from Europe, they should be
upon some list

Of passengers to U.S.A., but somehow they got
missed.

And no one else in this world is searching for
this man:

So I play genesolitaire to find him if I can.
I’m told he’s buried in a plot, with tombstone

he was blessed;
But the weather took engraving and some

vandals too the rest.
He died before the county clerks decided to

keep records.
No Family Bible has emerged in spite of all my

efforts.
To top it off this ancestor, who caused me

many groans,
Just to give me one more pain, betrothed a girl

named Jones.
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OUT AND ABOUT

Family History Center
Per Mary Griffin the Family History center
will not hold the yearly event scheduled for
May 8, 2010 at the LDS church.

CHANGES GALORE!!
There are changes in hours for some of our
local research facilities.  It would be best
before planning a visit to check a website or
phone to check on current hours. 

Library of Michigan
Dept. of Education
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-
54504_19270-123290--,00.html
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday – Saturday

State of Michigan Archives
Dept. of Natural Resources:
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-
54463_19313---,00.html
NOTE: Effective February 1st, the Archives
of Michigan reading room hours will be:
Mon.-Fri. 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
The Library and Archives will be closed on
official state holidays.

Capital Area District Library
401 S. Capitol Ave.
P.O. Box 40719
Lansing, MI 48901–7919
Voice: 517.367.6300
http://www.cadl.org/answers/local-history/
The Forest Parke Library and Archives serves
as steward and primary repository for CADL's
Special Collections.  Many items are housed
on-site, some are in off-site storage, others at
branch locations.  Some items are too fragile
for public use.  Please check on the
availability of resources before visiting.  Most
holdings are within the Ingham County Local
History Collection, which is comprised of
books, manuscripts, photographs, maps,
ephemera, film and 3D objects.  Starting

February 2nd, the Local History room in the
basement of the Downtown branch will be
open to the public every Tuesday evening from
5-7, instead of first and third Saturdays. All
other times are by appointment.

LDS Family History Center
EAST LANSING, Michigan
431 Saginaw Street
517-332-2932

TRIPS!!
Allen County Public Library
Western Michigan Genealogical Soc. is
planning another trip to Allen County Public
Library, Fort Wayne, IN on Wednesday &
Thursday, April 21-22, 2010 (Yes, two days).
http://www.wmgs.org/pdf/BusTripApril10.pdf
The bus will stop in Lansing if there is enough
interest.  Call Jim Lalone for information and
to sign up—517-482-7204.

LeRoy Barnett, former State Archivist of
Michigan has compiled a list of indexes to
Michigan newspapers. This list shows what
items have been indexed, where the index
can be found and either call number or the
website url. The list is available at: www.h-
net.org/~hsm/pdf/IndexestoMichiganNewspa
pers.pdf

PROGRAM IDEAS NEEDED!

James LaLone (jimmypnl@gmail.com)and
Karen White (whitek2@gmail.com) are
working on the programs for the coming year.
If you have any ideas for future programs,
please e-mail them.  If you have a favorite
program from all you have attended (here,
there or anywhere), drop them an e-mail to
give them that information.  Don’t be shy, if
you have something you would like to give a
program on, let us know.
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The Library of Michigan Issue
The Michigan Center for Innovation and
Reinvention Board has a web site at:
http://michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-
39002_55463---,00.html
There isn't much information there yet, but the
“Meeting Schedule” does say they want
public comment at the March 15th meeting
on “library services and collections.”
YOU WILL HAVE TO CONTACT THEM
AND LET THEM KNOW IF YOU WOULD
LIKE TO COMMENT TO THE BOARD.
In any event, again we would like people
there doing research indicating the importance
of the Library of Michigan.  Please pass the
word.
Time of the Meeting is 9 a.m. to 12 noon in
the Michigan Library and Historical
Center, 702 W. Kalamazoo Street, Lansing,
Michigan.

MORE AT THE LOM!!
Learning More at the Library of Michigan
A free seminar
April 3,  2010, Saturday
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Library of Michigan
702 W. Kalamazoo
Lansing, Michigan

This years topics are:
* Effectively Using HeritageQuest Online
* Online Newspaper Research
* Ancestry Library Edition
* Ontario Genealogy at the Library of
Michigan
* Utilizing Footnote at the Library of
Michigan and from Home
* Vital Records on the Internet

We are also thinking of gathering on
Thursday, March 18, to research.  Come
anytime until 4:30 then (to avoid 5 o’clock
traffic) we would meet someplace for dinner
and visit, etc.  This again would show support
for the Library of Michigan as well as do
some networking.  For beginners this may be

a chance to find a mentor, or you may discover
someone who is researching the same family.

FROM MGC!!
The Michigan Genealogical Council is
planning a workshop for society officers on
Saturday, May 15.  The areas of focus for
officers will be programs and president.  A
combination of one-person and panel
presentations will be used in the workshop.
From the Council: “The program details are
not yet final but we will keep you informed as
they develop.  And you can help.  If you or
someone in your society is able/willing to be
part of a panel on program or presidential
ideas, or you have other suggestions, let us
know.  Comments, suggestions, and ideas may
b e  s e n t  t o  C o n n i e  O l s o n  a t
cbk53@hotmail.com.  Although we refer to
this as an officer workshop, any society
member is welcome to attend.  The goal is to
help each society to be as effective as possible.
In the past we have found that the program
presentations plus the exchange of ideas and
networking have been very worthwhile.  So
mark your calendars for May 15 and plan to
come. The more the merrier.”

From Your Newsletter Editor

I will be publishing a newsletter 3 times yearly,
September, December and March.  I use
WordPerfect for  my word processing software
program.  It is not compatible with Word or
other software programs.  Please send any
submissions to the newsletter embedded in an
email or in an RTF file to me at
rsionakides@sbcglobal.net.  If you cannot send
to me by email I will retype a small submission
but I must have it a week before the deadline in
order to have time to get it done.

Deadline for the next newsletter is about
August 15, 2010 and mailing/posting to
website date will be about September 1, 2010.
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MID-MICHIGAN GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Member of the Michigan Genealogical Council (MGC) and the Federation of Genealogical
Societies (FGS).

President Recording Secretaries Past President
Judy Pfaff Joanne Harvey Kris Rzepczynski
(517) 669-3798 (527) 321-0945 (517) 321-0596
pfaff@msu.edu harveyfti@webtv.net krzepczynski@

michigan.gov
Vice-President Roni Sionakides
Karen White (517) 482-5986 Membership
(517) 371-2858 rsionakides@sbcglobal.net Judi Dow
whitek@michigan.gov (517) 339-2706

Program Chair judidow@aol.com
Treasurer Jim LaLone
Karl Rogier (517) 482-7204
(517) 482-2263 jimmypnl@gmail.com
karogier@hotmail.com

Come and join us!

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society

Name: ______________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________ Apt. # ______

City: __________________________________ State/Prov.: _______ Zip: ________

Phone(s) - Preferred numbers:

(H) _____________  (W) ______________  (Cell) _____________

Email: ______________________________________________________________

Surnames you are researching: ___________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Please check:

(  ) Individual  $15.00    (  ) New
(  ) Family $20.00          (  ) Renewal

Please make your check payable to MMGS. 
Send to Membership Chair, MMGS, P.O.
Box 16033, Lansing, MI  48901-6033.
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Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society CALENDAR

Monthly meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month, except January, July, August and
December, at Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 E. Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan,
unless noted differently.

All meetings start with a program at 7 pm followed by a business meeting at 8 pm

March 24—“Headstone Restoration and Upkeep”-Lorri Miller from Mt. Hope Monument

April 28—“Photo Restoration and How Not to Archive”-Linda Cowls from Capital City
Reprographics

May 26—“Finding WWI and WWII Records”-Cynthia Grostick

June 23—Potluck, “Every Photo Tells a Story”-Rebecca Stimson

September 22 – “Using DNA Tests To Help With Genealogy”-Dirk Schweitzer

October 27—Membership “Show and Tell”—bring your stories

November 18—Michigan Battle Flags-Kerry Charkoff

CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE!!!
http://mmgs.wordpress.com/

Earl Watt is doing a great job of keeping
information up-to-date. Look for additional
information like meeting agendas and minutes
to be added soon.

Mid-Michigan Genealogical
Society
P.O. Box 16033
Lansing, Michigan  48901-6033

Serving the Lansing and Mid-
Michigan researchers of family
history since 1967.

Visit us at our Facebook
website:
www.facebook.com/pages/Mid-
Michigan-Genealogical-
Society/63844634435


