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LOCATION,  LOCATION,  LOCATION                  

by Judy K. Pfaff 
 

We all know location is important.  It is one of the 

essential pieces of information that can be used to 

identify a person.  The other two key pieces of 

information are name and date.  This article will 

concentrate on location and some things I have found     

in my own research. 

 

When I started my genealogy, the biggest mystery was my grandfather.  I knew his name, Benoit 

LEVY, and his birth and death dates.  It was his birth location that was always intriguing to me.   

He was born in Berne, Switzerland.  I only knew my Swiss Grandpa for seven years of my life.  

Grandma had died when I was five.  My father could tell me little about Switzerland or anything 

much about his father’s early years.   One of my favorite childhood books was Heidi.  I used to 

dream that my grandfather had lived on the Alps and could make cheese and butter from goat’s 

milk.   My father did know that my grandfather had emigrated at the age of 14 and came to live 

with his uncle Aaron in Archbold, Ohio.  That is where we started.    

 

My father and I took a trip to Archbold.   There were no LEVYs currently living in the area –at 

least there were none found in a phone book search.   We stopped at the local newspaper office, 

The Archbold Buckeye, to ask if anyone knew of the family.   We hit pay dirt!  The current editor 

and owner knew of the family.  He found the obituary of Aaron LEVY, March 1906.  He called a 

lady down the street who knew one of Aaron’s daughters.   We went down to visit with her.   She 

had a bible that she had rescued from a recent garage sale.  Inside was a listing of all of Aaron’s 

children and their birth dates.   This proved invaluable.   This lady told us that she knew one of 

the sons had moved to Ft. Wayne.  I went to the MSU Library and found a microfiche of the Ft. 

Wayne phone book.  I sent out letters of inquiry to the twenty LEVY families.  Again, I was 

lucky and found a grandson of Aaron’s who lived in Ft. Wayne.  We started a friendship that 

includes Aaron’s many grandchildren.   Aaron had eight children who lived all over the United 

States. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Mid-Michigan-Genealogical-Society/63844634435
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Mid-Michigan-Genealogical-Society/63844634435
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There was more to come, I found the remnants of Grandpa’s family in Berne, Switzerland.  I had 

very little to go on, but I did find that there was a well-known researcher who specialized in 

Jewish families in Switzerland.  I wrote her and asked if she knew of any LEVY families in the 

Berne area.   She located my family with a few phone calls. 

 

This is the amazing part. My grandfather had a brother who married and had two children, a son 

who had no issue and a daughter who had married.   The daughter’s last name was not LEVY.  

She had two children, a son and a daughter.  Her daughter married a man with the last name of 

LEVY.  This was the family that the researcher found.  And, to add to my good luck, the man was 

an English translator for the Swiss Army.  Yes, there is a Swiss Army.   

 

I have had the good fortune to visit the family three times, and we corresponded regularly.  How 

did I confirm I had the right family?  They sent me copies of photographs.  One was of my father 

and his brothers when they were young.  I had the same photo.   My dreams of the Alp-Öhi have 

been dashed as my family lived in a very urban area.  I have since done research in the Alsace 

Lorraine area of France and parts of southwest Germany.   Location has been an essential part of 

this research.  I have used the resources of the Family History Center and the library in Salt Lake 

City.  Location was important to finding these resources that listed my relatives. 

 

As my research has expanded, location has always been crucial.  One of the joys of research is 

finding a map and exploring the area.  Look at the names of the streets and roads.  My ancestors 

have left their names as beacons to me.  There is Emerson Road outside of Spring Arbor, 

Michigan.  That road goes by one of the farms my great grandfather owned.   Bragg Road in 

Monroe County is named for my 3
rd

 great grandfather’s second wife’s family.    

 

I have also had my share of problems with geography.   I spent time looking for my 2nd great 

grandfather in “CA” which I took to be California, but was really Caledonia in Shiawassee 

County, Michigan.   Another relative was reported to be married in Ovid, Michigan.  This Ovid is 

a township in Branch County and not the township and village a few miles north in Clinton 

County.   I discovered a Whitehead School in Penfield, Monroe County, New York where the 

Whitehead family lived for many years in the early 1800s.- There is a Kinderhook, New York, 

but also a township of that name in Branch County.  California is another township in Branch 

County.  Recently, on one of the online surname boards, a responder claimed that a place did not 

exist ever in the area of discussion.  A quick Google search turned up, that indeed, the location 

name was a former name for that community – a name that had fallen out of use over time. 

 

Migration patterns are important if you have had ancestors who lived in various places.  A site to 

explore is www.migrations.org   If you are lucky, someone has already submitted your ancestor.  

You can search this site by location or by surname.  The submission process is easy.  I would 

encourage you to add some ancestors. 

 

Location Advice:   Explore the location thoroughly on maps both old and new.   Do a Google 

search.   Don’t use abbreviations in your documentation.   Investigate the location as it may not 

be where you think it is.  No matter how little you know, proceed with your research.  You might 

be lucky.  Is it luck or is it a wise search?    

 

By the way, my Swiss relatives were in the mattress making business. 
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           UNDERESTIMATION 

                  By Joe Dupuis 

 
Today is 8 March 1995.  The time is 1:30 P.M. and I am about to 

leave home to meet a group of severs critics who have a lot of 

curiosity and an attention span of about 30 minutes.  Will they enjoy 

my talk on my ancestors and how I became part French, English, German and Swiss? 

 

How did I get myself into this situation?  I learned while in the military never to volunteer but 

forgot to listen to myself recently. 

 

I am now at the door and it is 1:55 P.M.  May my prayers be answered today and may I keep my 

foot or feet out of my mouth and sense of humor on the correct level. 

 

Twenty four eyes are on me as Ms. Webster introduces me to her twelve Fourth graders ages 9 

and 10.  My name is written on the board so they know who I am but I know only one of them 

since his parents sing in my church choir with my wife and daughter. 

 
First I ask in French if any of the students speak French. When none respond to what I have said 

in my limited French I go on to the next part of my opening.  This gets their attention as I explain 

that I am here to tell them about some people who lived in a pair of mittens.  I then further 

explain that Michigan is shaped like two mittens or gloves.  Now I have them and their attention 

in the palm of my mittens.  Easy city the rest of the way? 

 

Now 13 March 1995 and I am at home before my computer and looking at thank you notes from 

Sara, Anna, Jacob, Jane, Nicole, Chad, Hannah, Jeff, Jessica, Jeff, Adam and Jeremy.  The twelve 

letters received have made the effort in putting together my talk worth while and perhaps in the 

future I will do it again, if asked. 

 

Looking over the letters in various styles of writing I find that the pictures of my ancestors and 

parents were the most popular items that were passed around to the students.  My grandparents 

wedding certificate and great grandfather’s naturalization paper were also popular items.  Some 

of the students described them as “cool” (3), “neat” (2) and “neat stuff” (1).  One student even 

wanted to know “where did I find all the stuff?”  Funny thing “stuff” is also what my wife calls 

my family inherited possessions. 

 

Seven students thought that the baseball my grandfather had patched and put protective lacquer 

on was interesting, and one even figured it was worth some money.  Little did he realize what a 

priceless treasure it is to me now that my grandfather has been gone for 28 years. 

 

The students could relate quite easily to Michigan and the shape it’s two peninsulas were formed 

into after the glacier and seemed to enjoy following the map of Michigan I gave them.  They 

learned where my ancestors lived and died and even where they came from before moving to 

Michigan from such places as Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Ontario and Quebec, Canada. 

 
One story the students liked was how my grandfather (born 1861) drove his car (for the first and 

only time) into a ditch walked home, got his horse, pulled the car out of the ditch and never drove 

the car again.  He let my mother and grandmother do the driving and he stuck to his wagons using 
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real horse power which ran on oats, hay and water.  The students also liked my grandfather’s 

winter hat and the way I wore it backwards the way they wear their hats today. 

 

Some of the students wrote that I was: “great at history” (2), “learned a lot” (1), “liked my 

speech” (3), “kind of liked baseball but played soccer” (1), “was a good speaker” (1), “wanted to 

do some family research” (3), liked my maps (5), “had a pretty grandmother” (1), and “liked 

some of the pictures, but not all” (1).  They also mentioned it was neat how children born long 

ago were named after such people as George Washington, Andrew Jackson and Ben Franklin. 

 

My favorite letter was from one student who stated it was nice to know I had a great uncle who 

was a left handed baseball pitcher and how hard it was to bat against him because of the way he 

threw the ball so different from a right handed pitcher.  She also wrote that she too was a left 

handed pitcher and that she had the same first name as my two great grandmothers.  I am sure my 

above three relatives would be happy to know even today they made someone happy such as 

Sara. 

 

Today I laugh when I think about worrying that there would not be enough material or being 

unable to entertain twelve young people and not loose their interest.  As it was they were so great 

that I was the one who had to be asked to stop talking after forty-five minutes because it was time 

for the students to go home and it was I who received an education. 

 

>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<< 

 

LAY OF THE LAND: Maps, Placenames, Gazetteers and other 

Geographical Divisions for Michigan, 

compiled by James P. LaLone 
 

See County Evolution In Michigan, 1790-1897 by Richard W. Welch for 

the development of the counties in the state.  This will help you to 

determine place of residence of your ancestors and under whose civil 

jurisdiction they resided.  It is also useful for when you start to read the 

census records. 

 

Check your local library for the various county atlases they may have, that have been published 

for Michigan.  Some of these are now online, 

 

Other important sources are: 

 

Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History by Helen H. Tanner. 

 

Archaeological Atlas of Michigan, by W. B. Tackaberry. 

 

Atlas of the State of Michigan by H.F. Walling. 

 

Bibliography of the Printed Maps of Michigan, 1840-1880 by Louis C. Karpinski. 

 

A Dictionary of Michigan Place Names, by Theodore G. Foster. 

 

A Drive Down Memory Lane, by Leroy Barnett. 
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Early Michigan Settlements by W.W. Florer. 

 

Ghost Towns of Michigan, by Larry Wakefield, 3 Vls. 

 

Indian Names & History of Sault Ste. Marie Canal, by Dwight H. Kelton (Google Book) 

 

Indian Place Names Near the Great Lakes, by Dwight H. Kelton (Google Book) 

 

Lake Superior Place Names: from Bawating to the Montreal, by Bernard C. Peters. 

 

Lost & Found. Ghost Towns of the Saugatuck Area, by The Saugatuck-Douglas Historical Soc., 

2000. 

 

Manuscript Maps of The Counties of Michigan, 1818-1841, 30 vols. by Bela Hubbard. 

 

Michigan Atlases & Plat Books: A Checklist 1872-1973, Comp. by William Miles. 

 

Michigan Ghost Towns, by F.W. Dodge, 3 Vols. 

 

Michigan Indian Place Names, by Virgil Vogel. 

 

Michigan Indian Place Names, the Little Traverse Bay Region, by Eileen Concannon Shimizu.. 

 

Michigan Place Names, by Walter Romig. 

 

Michigan Place Names, collected by Frances Wood. 

 

Michigan Shadow Towns: A Study of Vanishing and Vibrant Villages, by Gene Scott. 

 

“Obsolete Michigan Counties” In Michigan Heritage, ed. by Dr. Ethel W. Williams, V.5 #4, 

Summer, 1964, P. 156. 

 

Official Railroad Map, Showing Steam and Electric Lines of the State of Michigan, compiled by 

The Authority And Under The Supervision Of The Michigan Railroad Commission, 

 

Place Names and Ghost Towns of Bay County, by Odeal Levasseur Sharp. 

 

Place Names of Isle Royle, by Smitty Parratt & Doug Welker. 

 

There Was A Place Called What??? In Lenawee County, Michigan: Based On The Work Of 

Walter Romig, by  Carol A. Bowen Stevens. 

 

Township Atlas of the United States, comp. by John L. Andriot. 

 

Other interesting data is the "The Rural Property Inventory" by LeRoy Barnett, a description of 

which appears in "Michigan's Habitant Heritage", the journal of the French-Canadian Heritage 

Society of Michigan, v.3 #3 p.43 (1982). 

 

Because Michigan was a part of New France at one time and French-Canadians were among 

its earliest European settlers, here are some references for Canada and New France – 

 

file:///C:/search~S37%3f/Xplace%20names%20michigan&searchscope=37&SORT=D/Xplace%20names%20michigan&searchscope=37&SORT=D&SUBKEY=place%20names%20michigan/1,94,94,B/frameset&FF=Xplace%20names%20michigan&searchscope=37&SORT=D&12,12,
file:///C:/search~S37%3f/Xplace%20names%20michigan&searchscope=37&SORT=D/Xplace%20names%20michigan&searchscope=37&SORT=D&SUBKEY=place%20names%20michigan/1,94,94,B/frameset&FF=Xplace%20names%20michigan&searchscope=37&SORT=D&1,1,
file:///C:/search~S37%3f/Xplace%20names%20michigan&searchscope=37&SORT=D/Xplace%20names%20michigan&searchscope=37&SORT=D&SUBKEY=place%20names%20michigan/1,94,94,B/frameset&FF=Xplace%20names%20michigan&searchscope=37&SORT=D&1,1,
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Atlas de la Nouvelle-France / An Atlas of New France, by Marcel Trudeal. 

 

Dictionnaire Historique et Geographique des Paroisses, Missions et Municipalities de la Province 

de Quebec, by Hormisdas Magnan, 1925. 

 

A Topographical Dictionary of the Province of Lower Canada, by Joseph Bouchette, 1832. 

 

Guide to Quebec Catholic Parishes and Published Parish Marriage Records, by Jeanne S. White, 

1993. 

 

Other books of a general interest are: 

 

City Directories of The United States, 1860-1901, by Research Publications. 

 

The Land Records of America & Their Genealogical Value, by E.K. Kirkham. 

 

The Map Catalog, Revised, by Joel Makower.   

 

Maps, Atlases and Gazetteers, by John W. Heisey. 

 

Maps Showing Explorers’ Routes, Trails & Early Roads in the United States: An Annotated List, 

compiled by Richard S. Ladd. 

 

Searching American Land & Deed Records, by Fran Carter. 

 

Sixty Million Acres: American Veterans and Public Lands before The Civil War, by James W. 

Oberly. 

 

Surveys, Deeds and Title Searches, A Manual For The Layman, 4
th
 Revised by Charles E. 

Lawson. 

 

Townships & the Legal Descriptions Of Land, by Charles Butler Barr. 

 

Township Atlas of the United States Comp. by John L. Andriot. 

 

Using Maps and Aerial Photography, revised, by M. Lind. 

 

Walking With Your Ancestors: A Genealogist’s Guide to Using Maps and Geography, by 

Melinda Kashuba. 

 

 

 

 

 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

New Version of the Lower Canada Land Petitions (1626-1865) Database Now 

Available 

 
      The following announcement was written by Library and Archives Canada: 

http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2011/06/new-version-of-the-lower-canada-land-petitions-1626-1865-database-now-available.html
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2011/06/new-version-of-the-lower-canada-land-petitions-1626-1865-database-now-available.html
javascript:showOdiogoReadNowFrame%20('270710',%20'new%20version%20of%20the%20lower%20canada%20land%20petitions%2016261865%20database%20now%20available',%20'2',%20290,%2055);
javascript:showOdiogoReadNowFrame%20('270710',%20'new%20version%20of%20the%20lower%20canada%20land%20petitions%2016261865%20database%20now%20available',%20'2',%20290,%2055);
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Ottawa, June 8, 2011 - Library and Archives Canada is pleased to announce the release of 

a new version of the online database Lower Canada Land Petitions (1626-1865). This 

version includes digitized images of the actual petitions for all individuals listed in the 

database. Corrections to entries, including suggestions received from users, have also 

been integrated into this updated version. Many staff members contributed to the success 

of this project, and their efforts are much appreciated. 

The database is available at: www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/lower-canada/index-

e.html. 

For more information, please contact webservices@lac-bac.gc.ca. 

 
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2011/06/new-version-of-the-lower-canada-

land-petitions-1626-1865-database-now-available.html#more 

 

 
New Online Tool uses Google Maps to Show Historical County Boundaries 

 
How often have you tried searching for an ancestor's historical records for a given county, only to 

later find that you were searching in the right place but the wrong county? Boundary lines have 

changed frequently throughout the history of the United States. In order to find records, you must 

know the county in which your ancestor lived IN THE YEAR OF INTEREST. The result is that 

there's a very good chance that you are sometimes looking in the wrong county for some of your 

genealogical records. 

Randy Majors has created a tool to help genealogists find the correct county for the year of 

interest. The new software tool displays data from the Newberry Library's Atlas of Historical 

County Boundaries on top of Google Maps. 

 

Randy writes, "Using the fantastic information from the Atlas of Historical County Boundaries, 

I've created an online Historical County Boundary Maps tool based on Google Maps. You can 

type in ANY PLACE in the U.S. and ANY YEAR to see the map of county boundaries then in 

effect, along with all of the current Google Maps places, roads, etc to put the historical map in a 

current and familiar context! You can then click any county on the map to see the specific history 

of the boundary changes, and type in different years to see the boundary changes over time." 

You can read more about this new mapping tool and read step-by-step instructions on Randy's 

blog at http://goo.gl/PDL49.  

http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2011/06/new-online-tool-uses-google-maps-to-

show-historical-county-boundaries.html#more 

 

+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

 
MAPS, MAPS AND MORE MAPS 

Posted: 01 Jun 2011 05:00 AM PDT 

 

Maps are definitely an excellent resource to give us a visual perspective on our ancestors and 

their lives. Sometimes they show us neighbors, sometimes it’s which churches or courthouses or 

cemeteries are near by, etc.  

Some fairly “new” (or “new” to us) map resources you might want to check out include:  

Historical Maps of Nova Scotia -- 55 digitized maps of the Canadian province of  

Nova Scotia have been placed online by Nova Scotia Archives, dating back to 1613.  

The Greater Philadelphia GeoHistory Network -- This site contains thousands of old maps, 

property atlases, city directories, industrial site surveys, and other items documenting the 

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/lower-canada/index-e.html
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/lower-canada/index-e.html
mailto:webservices@lac-bac.gc.ca
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2011/06/new-version-of-the-lower-canada-land-petitions-1626-1865-database-now-available.html#more
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2011/06/new-version-of-the-lower-canada-land-petitions-1626-1865-database-now-available.html#more
javascript:showOdiogoReadNowFrame%20('270710',%20'new%20online%20tool%20uses%20google%20maps%20to%20show%20historical%20county%20boundaries',%20'0',%20290,%2055);
javascript:showOdiogoReadNowFrame%20('270710',%20'new%20online%20tool%20uses%20google%20maps%20to%20show%20historical%20county%20boundaries',%20'0',%20290,%2055);
javascript:showOdiogoReadNowFrame%20('270710',%20'new%20online%20tool%20uses%20google%20maps%20to%20show%20historical%20county%20boundaries',%20'0',%20290,%2055);
http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/project.html
http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/project.html
http://goo.gl/PDL49
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2011/06/new-online-tool-uses-google-maps-to-show-historical-county-boundaries.html#more
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2011/06/new-online-tool-uses-google-maps-to-show-historical-county-boundaries.html#more
http://gov.ns.ca/nsarm/virtual/maps/
http://www.philageohistory.org/geohistory/
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history and development of the city of Philadelphia.  

nationalatlas.gov – “Maps of America are what you'll find and make on nationalatlas.gov™. 

Maps of innovation and vision that illustrate our changing Nation. Maps that capture and 

depict the patterns, conditions, and trends of American life. Maps that supplement 

interesting articles. Maps that tell their own stories. Maps that cover all of the United 

States or just your area of interest. Maps that are accurate and reliable from more than 20 

Federal organizations. Maps about  

America's people, heritage, and resources. Maps that will help you, your children, your 

colleagues, and your friends understand the  

United States and its place in the world.”  

Don’t forget to check out the Historic Map Overlays available for Google (Earth) Maps as 

found at such places as: David Rumsey Map Collection,North Carolina Historic Overlay 

Maps, Scotland Historical Map Overlays, Henry Hudson 400, the already mentioned 

Greater Philadelphia GeoHistory Network  

Editors Note: Do recognize that you can overlay all kinds of maps and other images onto Google 

Earth and the above are just easier as you start out since they are designed for that purpose.  

Please “comment” and share with your fellow genealogists your favorite web sites for maps!  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

copyright © National Genealogical Society, 3108 Columbia Pike, Suite 300, Arlington, Virginia 

22204-4370. http://www.ngsgenealogy.org.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Republication of UpFront articles is permitted and encouraged for non-commercial purposes 

without express permission from NGS. Please drop us a note telling us where and when you are 

using the article. Express written permission is required if you wish to republish UpFront articles 

for commercial purposes. You may send a request for express written permission 

toUpFront@ngsgenealogy.org. All republished articles may not be edited or reworded and must 

contain the copyright statement found at the bottom of each UpFront article. 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10150336989554128.422891.761644127 

 

++ ----- ++ ----- ++ ----- ++ ----- ++ 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Do you have noble or royal ancestors? If so, then you are probably 

finding it difficult to research back in the medieval times. Most of you 

are probably depending on secondary if not tertiary sources.  You also 

have to be able to read Latin if not French, Spanish, German and 

Italian for starts. Even then, you will find yourself removing more 

ancestors then adding because someone has come up with a different 

interpretation or viewpoint because of the customs of the time, or new 

documents. These are a few of the reasons for the formation of a 

“Royalty and Nobility Genealogy Research Support Group”.   

 

The idea is to share information, discuss differences in lineages, discover and introduce new 

sources, both on the internet and published works. The group is very informal, no officers, dues, 

etc. and has only met a couple of times. They meet sporadically at Jim LaLone’s house in 

Lansing, MI all day from approximately 11:00 am till 4:00 pm with a potluck lunch.  Everyone 

provides a list of surnames (between 5-10) in advance and brings a couple copies of those 

lineages to share with others, that way they can take them home and study/compare them with 

http://www.nationalatlas.gov/
http://www.davidrumsey.com/gmaps.html
http://www.lib.unc.edu/dc/ncmaps/interactive/overlay.html
http://www.lib.unc.edu/dc/ncmaps/interactive/overlay.html
http://geo.nls.uk/maps/
http://www.henryhudson400.com/
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/
mailto:UpFront@ngsgenealogy.org
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10150336989554128.422891.761644127
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their data. Jim has hundreds of books dealing with European genealogy, history and biographies, 

over 20 notebooks, with copies of data copied from the internet, periodicals & books, and has 

downloaded over 2,000 books and periodicals (mainly French, in French) and can make copies 

for anyone who brings a memory stick/flashdrive.  His royalty database has over 27,000 names. 

Four of the participants come from Detroit and several more from there have expressed interest as 

well as several from Grand Rapids. If interested, email Jim at jimmypnl@gmail.com or write 

2903 Majestic Cir., Lansing, MI 48912.   

 

Jim has a similar group which has been meeting for a number of years under the same 

circumstances for Anishnawbe (Chippewa/Ojibwa, Ottawa/Odawa and Potawatomi 

Michigan/Great Lakes Indians) genealogy research. Email: anishnawbegp@gmail.com. 

***** 

LOCAL  EVENTS 
 

MMGS Free Fall lectures: 
September 28 - "Finding Your Huguenot Ancestors" by Roni Sionakides 

October 26 – “Breaking Down Brick Walls", group discussion & video 

Plymouth Congregational Church 

2001 E. Grand River Ave., Lansing, MI  (across from the Red Cross bldg.), 7 pm. 

November 16 - Mid-day meeting at Family History Center, 431 E. Saginaw in East Lansing. Use 

entrance in back. We will meet at 1:30 pm.  

                                             No meetings in December or January 

*** 

 

Please Note - new date for Eaton Co. Genealogical Soc. bus trip! 

http://www.miegs.org/BusFlyer.pdf 

 

++ ----- ++ ----- ++ ----- ++ ----- ++ 
 

STATEWIDE WORKSHOPS, CONFERENCES & SEMINARS 
http://mimgc.org/calendar.html 

 

Oral History for Michiganians 2011 Conference - 

Mark your calendar now for the annual fall conference at the History Center of Traverse City, 

Saturday, November 5, 2011. A reception welcomes registrants Friday evening, November 4 at 

the Center. For program and registration information contact: MOHA. 5580 W State Rd., 

Lansing, MI 48906-9325.  phone: 517.321.1746 
 

>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<< 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 

As of August 31, 2011 MMGS had 82 members in good standing. Many of you who were 

members in 2010-11 have not yet renewed your membership for the2011-2012 year 

which began in July 1st. If you haven't yet sent your renewal I hope you will do so soon. 

If you have any questions as to your membership standing please contact me at the e-mail 

address or telephone number given below. 

 

Please welcome the following new members: 

mailto:jimmypnl@gmail.com
mailto:anishnawbegp@gmail.com
http://www.miegs.org/BusFlyer.pdf
http://mimgc.org/calendar.html
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- Caroline Scholfield of East Lansing (searching the surnames La Duke/LeDuc, 

Char(r)on, Chevalier, Scho(l)field, and Renaud). 

 

- Michael Russell of Holt (searching the surnames Russell, Rose, Whereatt, Mikrut, 

Chipman and Smith). 

 

- Deb Way of Haslett (searching the surnames Way, Reames, Riker, and Sober). 

 

- Karla Chamberlain of Grand Ledge (searching the surnames Hine, Payne/Paine, and 

Mathiasen). 

 

- Mike Henry of Howell (searching the surnames Dennis, Riggs, Tubbs, Eastway, Hull, 

and Powers). 

 

- Chian Kuntz of Horton, searching the surnames Hammond, Baker, Cowell, Laughlin, 

Fountz and Sindle.  Chian is the Kuntz/Mock and Hammond/Laughlin family historian. 

 

- Geneva Wiskemann of Lansing, secretary of the Michigan Oral History Association and 

well-known local historian. 

 

- Marcia Paterna of Bath, searching the surnames Trombley, Ouimette, Walls, Durand, 

Marcoux, and Caseley.  

 

- Norbert and Rita Klein of Lansing. 

 

Judi Dow, Membership Secretary  

(judidow@att.net or 517-339-2706) 

 
 +=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

 

MMGS  OFFICERS 

 
President: Veronica Sionakides, (517) 482-5986, rsionakides@sbcglobal.net & Barbara 

Heyser, heyser@msu.edu 

Vice-President (Program Committee): Joanne Harvey, (517) 321-0945, 

harveyfti@webtv.net & Sandra Swan, saswan65@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Karl Rogier, (517) 381-5186, karogier@hotmail.com 

Membership Secretary: Judi Dow, (517) 339-2706, judidow@att.net 

Recording Secretary: Regina Fry, uureginafry@yahoo.com & Sharon Patton, 

Sharon2U4ever@hotmail.com 

Historian: Yvonne Koos, yvonnekoos@comcast.net 
MGC Delegates: Joanne Harvey, (517) 321-0945, harveyfti@webtv.net & Ken Howe 
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