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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
by Judy Pfaff

Now the book is done, what’s next?  

The MMGS book Stories of Lansing, Michigan
Families, Shopkeepers, Soldiers, Statesmen, and
one Naked Lady, has been a great success for our
society and the Lansing community.  The book
was researched, written, checked, edited, designed
and proof read by 19 members of our society over
a two- year period.  Two events presented the
book to Lansing.  First was the Mt. Cemetery walk
in August when 250 people visited the graves of
many of the families written about in the book and
heard some of the stories of these families.  And,
the second was the Book Event at the R.E. Olds
Transportation Museum in which 50 people
attended.  At the Book Event researchers were
able to reconnect with family descendants that
they had interviewed for their chapter in the book.
Each contributing family was given a book.  Each
member on the book team received a book as well.
Sales are exceptional.

To MMGS, the book has represented more than a
product.  Working on the book has brought
together a research team of new members as well
as some of our more seasoned members.  This
book is more than lineages; it has some very
entertaining stories and information on homes and
interesting buildings in the Lansing community.
The stories come from interviews with
descendants, obituaries, letters, books, census and
many varied sources.  Readers can learn how to
write from the many diverse chapters within the
book. 

What is our next project?  Here is a list of ideas
for exploration and consideration:

1. Volume 2: Stories of Lansing, Michigan
Families.
2. Writing workshop.
3 .  * S t o r y  C o r p s  t y p e  i n t e r v i e w s
[http://www.storycorps.org/] either our own for
local residents or participating in the Story Corps
project. [I saw a booth set up for this activity in a
San Francisco museum.]
4. Microfilm and index a set of local newspapers.
These newspapers, 1937 to 1966, are fragile and
quickly deteriorating. [A current member has
requested this project for a specific community not
covered by Ingham County Genealogical Society.]
5. Funeral home registers indexed. [Dawn
Chamberlin did some of these several years ago.]
6. Monument company records indexed. [I don’t
know if there are companies in the area that would
welcome such a project.] 
7. Ingham County School Records - index to
listings of Student and Teacher names in the
Annual Returns of Ingham County Schools for
1903 to 1925. [I took this from a list of Western
Michigan Genealogical Society projects and
adapted it for Ingham County.  I am assuming such
a list exists for Ingham County and needs
indexing.]
8. Index and make available all the MMGS
Newsletters from 1986 to 2007 on a searchable
database.
9. MMGS Members’ Genealogy.  We have 4
generation charts that we have collected for name
tags that could be indexed for member use. [In the
past, the surname indexes prepared from these
charts has not been well received.]
10.  Index Lansing State Journal Death Notices and
Obituaries published for a period of time.
11. Invite a national speaker/writer to an MMGS
event.  An author I would like to meet is Erin
Einhorn.  She wrote The Pages in Between: a
Holocaust Legacy of Two Families, One Home.
Erin grew up in suburban Detroit and currently is a
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reporter for the New York Daily News.  Her book
is a retelling of her quest to get information on her
family in Poland.
[http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/2008/09
/06/2008-09-06_excerpt_from_the_pages_in_bet
ween_by_dai.html]
12. Future genealogy trips to research places like
the Allen County Public Library.  

I am sure that many of you can contribute
something to this list of worthwhile projects.  We
need to talk about these projects and make some
choices.  This is crucial to the importance and
mission of MMGS.  It is the deeds and events we
do that people will be attracted to and thus, expand
our membership.  If we pick one or two projects
and do an excellent job, then I think our society
will continue to prosper.

Now, a personal challenge for you:

*The National Day of Listening is November 27,
2009.

On the day after Thanksgiving, set aside
one hour to record a conversation with
someone important to you. You can
interview anyone you choose: an older
relative, a friend, a teacher, or someone
from the neighborhood.

You can preserve the interview using
recording equipment readily available in
most homes, such as cell phones, tape
recorders, computers, or even pen and
paper. Our free Do-It-Yourself Instruction
Guide is easy to use and will prepare you
and your interview partner to record a
memorable conversation, no matter which
recording method you choose.

Make a yearly tradition of listening to and
preserving a loved one’s story. The stories
you collect will become treasured
keepsakes that grow more valuable with
each passing generation.
 [http://www.nationaldayoflistening.org/]

A Long Query From Jim LaLone
This will be of interest to WHITEBREAD /

WHITBRED researchers and those descended from
the SPENCER family.  John WHITBREAD's wife
is often cited as being a RADCLIFF with no
documentation.  There is a will by Thomas HILL
posted on the WHITBREAD forum on "Genealogy
Wise" website [http://www.genealogywise.com/]
which shows that Eleonor was a HILL.  Below is
what I have on this family.  Unfortunately I have
not identified the parents.  Thomas names a slew of
relatives,  including nephews:  John
RICHARDSON & Winfield CRANFORD, nieces
Sara MILLWARD, HANSCOMBE, RAWORTH
and cousins MILWARD, GOODWYN and
ATWOOD.  ADDITIONS / CORRECTIONS
g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d ,  t h a n k s ,  J i m ,
[jimmypnl@gmail.com]
Generation One
1. _____ HILL.
Info based on Thomas Hill's will (d. 1628); wills in
Bedfordshire Notes & Queries, v.3, available from
Google books; The Visitations of Bedfordshire, ed.
by Frederic A. Blaydes (Pub. of the Harleian
Society, v. 19), available from Google books;
Genealogia Bedfordiensis, by Frederic A. Blaydes.
He married unknown.
Children:
i. Thomas HILL, b. c. 1527 in ENG, d. 1628,
buried 4 Apr 1628 in Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.;
Poss. m. to Judith CHILDE?
Flitton Church, Bedfordshire.
THOMAS HILL,
A receiver general to three Earls of Kent.  On the
floor, near the altar is a figure, in brass, of an
honest Steward.  He appears dressed in a long cloak
descending to the knees, trunk breeches, great ruff,
and cap edged with a coronet.  He has a moustache
and beard.  He is represented standing on a
hassock.
Inscription:
"Here lyeth Interred the body of Thomas Hill gent.
"Receiver generall to three worthy Earles of Kent,
viz.
"Reginald, Henry and Charles: he departed this life
"Aprill ye second 1628, being aged a hundred and
one
"year."Aske how he lived, and you shall know his
ende; "He dyde a saint to God, to poore a friend.
"These lines men know doe truly of him story,
"Whome God hath cal'd and seated now in glory. "
Length of whole brass 50 3/4 by 19 1/2 inches.
Coat-of-arms consists of a stag's head antlered and
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collared, shield on a fesse between three leopards
passant gardant across maline between two cocks
passant.  (ref: Memorial Brasses in the
Bedfordshire Churches by Grace Isherwood,
London, 1906, pp.32-3).
2. ii. John.
3. iii. Edward.
4. iv. Lawrence.
v. Eleanor HILL, also known as Helena, b. c.
1543/7.  Married c. 1570, John WHITBREAD.
5. vi. Michael.
vii. William HILL. 
Unsure of parentage; mentioned in Thomas' will
and Edward's will but relationship not given.

Generation Two
2. John HILL, d. 1607, buried 3 Oct 1607 in
Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG (see note 1).  He
married Elizabeth _____, d. 1614 (see note 2),
buried in Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.

Elizabeth: She may have married a
LOMLEY/LUMLEY first.
Children:
6. i. Reginold.
7. ii. Thomas.
iii. Ann HILL, b. 1582, baptized 15 Oct 1582 in
Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.  She married _____
MEADE.
iv. John HILL, b. 1586, baptized 22 May 1586 in
Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.
v. Jacob HILL, b. 1586, baptized 22 May 1586 in
Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.
3. Edward HILL, d. 1584 (see note 3).
Edward Hill, of Silsoe, 27 June, 1584.  To my 4
children âi” Edward, Henry, Elizabeth and
George âi” Â£40 apiece.  Mentions brother
Thomas, Thos. Fawley, vicar, brother Michael
Hill, William Hill. Residue to wife Judith, sole
extrix.  Witnesses Richard Bowlley, gent., Steven
Daniell, gent, John Hill, Tho. Hill, Thos. Fawley,
vie. Brothers John & Thomas Hill, & Peter
Richardson to be supervisors. Summa Inventia
Â£298 I is. ^d. Proved 22 Oct. 1584.  He married
Judith DANIELL.
Children:
8. i. Edward.
9. ii. Henry.
iii. Thomas HILL.
iv. Elizabeth HILL, b. 1581, baptized 19 Mar
1581 in Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.
v. George HILL, b. 1583, baptized 22 Sep 1583 in

Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.
Poss.
GEORGE HILL, of Silsoe, yeoman [no date]. To
be bur. in par. ch. of Flitton.  Third part of all his
goods to wife Mary ; to s. Peter H., lands and
tenements unbequeathed ; to daurs. Mary and Alice
Hill and to s. Giles Hill, Â£20 each; to s. Edward,
of Mauldcn, 2OS.  Appoints wife Mary and s.
Edward exors.  Pr. 12 May, 1612.
4. Lawrence HILL.
He married unknown.
Children:
i. Edward HILL.
ii. William HILL.
iii. Thomas HILL.
iv. Lawrence HILL.
v. _____ HILL.  She married _____ HARRIS.
5. Michael HILL.  He married unknown.
Children:
i. Daniel HILL, b. 1602, baptized 23 Dec 1602 in
Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.
ii. Richard HILL, b. 1604, baptized 10 Feb 1604 in
Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.
iii. Reynold HILL, b. 1607, baptized 13 Sep 1607
in Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG, d. 1611, buried 29
Sep 1611 in Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.

Generation Three
6. Reginold HILL, also known as Reynold, d.
1622, buried 20 Dec 1622 in Flitton, Bedfordshire,
ENG (see note 4).  1) He married Alice _____, d.
10 Jul 1594, buried 10 Jul 1594 in Flitton,
Bedfordshire, ENG.
Alice: Brass plate is 23 by 3 1/2 inches. Inscription:
"Here lye interr'd the bodies of Mris. Alice Hill,
wife to
"Mr. Reginald Hill; who died in child-birth, of her
first
"sone, ye x' of July 1594 and of Will'm Hill her
sonne,
"for whose rembrance her Husbande and his father
hath
"set this monument of his love greife."
(ref: Memorial Brasses in the Bedfordshire
Churches by Grace Isherwood, London, 1906,
pp.33).
Children:
i. William HILL, b. 1594, baptized 4 Jul 1594 in
Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG, d. Jul 1594.
2) Married 7 Feb 1596 in Flitton, Bedfordshire,
ENG, Elizabeth BETTS.



4         MMGS     December Newsletter

Children:
ii. Elizabeth HILL, b. 1599, baptized 20 Jun 1599
in Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.
10. iii. Reginold b. 1602.
iv. Thomas HILL, b. 1602, baptized 22 Dec 1602
in Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.  Married 26 Jan
1629 in Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG, Martha
MARTIN, (daughter of Peter MARTIN and
unknown).
v. Mary HILL, b. 1609, baptized 10 Nov 1609 in
Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.  Married 28 Apr 1625
in Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG, Thomas HILL.
vi. Anne HILL, b. 1613, baptized 2 Dec 1613 in
Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.
7. Thomas HILL.
He married unknown.
Children:
i. Francis HILL.
8. Edward HILL.  He married Mary DENTON,
(daughter of Nicolas DENTON and unknown).
Children:
i. Thomas HILL, b. 1603, baptized 15 Jun 1603 in
Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.
9. Henry HILL, d. 1632, buried 8 Jun 1632 in
Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG (see note 5).  He
married Joane GREENE, (daughter of John
GREENE and unknown).
Children:
i. Elizabeth HILL, b. 1616, baptized 17 Nov 1616
in Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.
ii. Judith HILL, b. 1623, baptized 22 Feb 1623 in
Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG.
iii. Elizabeth HILL, b. 1627, baptized 8 Apr 1627
in Ampthill, Bedfordshire, ENG.

Generation Four
10. Reginold HILL, b. 1602, baptized 22 Apr
1602 in Flitton, Bedfordshire, ENG, d. 1651,
buried 23 Aug 1651 in Flitton, Bedfordshire,
ENG.  He married Mary ______.
Children:
i. Henry HILL, baptized 15 Jan 1623 in Flitton,
Bedfordshire, ENG.
Note 1
Will dated 3 Dec 1606, prov. 14 Jan 1607 (sic). 
Note 2
Will dated 5 Sep 1614, prov. 27 Sep 1614. 
Note 3
Will dated 27 June, 1584, proved 22 Oct. 1584. 
Note 4
Will dated 15 Dec 1622, prov. 21 Jan 1622 (sic.)

Note 5
Unsure if this date is for this person. 

And a Shorter Query from Roni Sionakides
I have found 5 beautiful condition old photgraphs
for  a family that lived in Meridian Township and
the City of Lansing from about 1900 to the 1930s.
The photos  represent three generations!  All are
clearly marked on the back including some
women’s names.  The first generation is Perry
William Taylor and his wife Agnes Marie McGary.
The second is their son Fred Taylor.   The Third I
s Fred and wife, Adda’s, daughter Letah.  If anyone
knows anyone who would like to have the photos
and the basic research I did, please contact me  at
rsionakides@sbcglobal.net.  

Good morning,
Yes, it’s like déjà vu all over again. The
Massachusetts State Library is threatened with
severe budget cutbacks and possible closure by
their governor. While the State Library in
Massachusetts is not a genealogical library, it is the
home of a large historic documents collection –
these are colonial documents – and extremely
valuable to genealogists.
The Massachusetts Library Association held rallies
this past Wednesday and has set up on online
petition we encourage you to sign. It is FREE.
There is a link to a PayPal donation form at the
end, however if you do not wish to donate, you can
close your browser window, or navigate to your
home page.
The URL of the petition is
http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/saveyourstatel
ibrary/?e. 
As you know, we must remain vigilant here in
Michigan too. Who said reruns were only in
summer?
Best regards,
Tom Koselka, Corresponding Secretary
Michigan Genealogical Council

There is an online survey sponsored by the Library
of Michigan regarding usage of MeL.
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=2KH
XTR5pJFQYk_2biMlqRt9Q_3d_3d. MeL is
gateway we use as Michigan residents for home
access Heritage Quest Online as well as many other
useful databases.
Please feel free to share this with your membership,
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in addition to friends who are genealogists,
historians and librarians.
Sincerely,
Tom Koselka, Corresponding Secretary
Michigan Genealogical Council

NOTES FROM BILL ATKINSON
A copy of the softbound copy of the MMGS
publication "Lansing Families" has been given
to David Votta for the time capsule that will
be located at the Lansing Community College
campus.

From Your Newsletter Editor

I will be publishing a newsletter 3 times yearly,
September, December and March.  I use
WordPerfect for  my word processing software
program.  It is not compatible with Word or
other software programs.  Please send any
submissions to the newsletter embedded in an
email or in an RTF file to me at
rsionakides@sbcglobal.net.  If you cannot send
to me by email I will retype a small submission
but I must have it a week before the deadline in
order to have time to get it done.

Deadline for the next newsletter is about
February 15, 2010 and mailing/posting to
website date will be about March 1, 2010.

MMGS PROJECT IDEAS

Judy Pfaff (pfaff@msu.edu) wants your ideas for
MMGS projects. 

What would you like to work on in the coming
months? 

What do YOU think MMGS members could do to
contribute to the knowledge of the community in
which we live?  

As a society, we need projects to work on. 

The book has been important to revitalizing our
membership.

What’s next? What would you like to work on?

PROGRAM IDEAS NEEDED!

James LaLone (jimmypnl@gmail.com)and
Karen White (whitek2@gmail.com) are
working on the programs for the coming year.
If you have any ideas for future programs,
please e-mail them.  If you have a favorite
program from all you have attended (here,
there or anywhere), drop them an e-mail to
give them that information.  Don’t be shy, if
you have something you would like to give a
program on, let us know.
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MID-MICHIGAN GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Member of the Michigan Genealogical Council (MGC) and the Federation of Genealogical
Societies (FGS).

President Recording Secretaries Past President
Judy Pfaff Joanne Harvey Kris Rzepczynski
(517) 669-3798 (527) 321-0945 (517) 321-0596
pfaff@msu.edu harveyfti@webtv.net krzepczynski@

michigan.gov
Vice-President Roni Sionakides
Karen White (517) 482-5986 Membership
(517) 371-2858 rsionakides@sbcglobal.net Judi Dow
whitek@michigan.gov (517) 339-2706

Program Chair judidow@aol.com
Treasurer Jim LaLone
Karl Rogier (517) 482-7204
(517) 482-2263 jimmypnl@gmail.com
karogier@hotmail.com

Come and join us!

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society

Name: ______________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________ Apt. # ______

City: __________________________________ State/Prov.: _______ Zip: ________

Phone(s) - Preferred numbers:

(H) _____________  (W) ______________  (Cell) _____________

Email: ______________________________________________________________

Surnames you are researching: ___________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Please check:

(  ) Individual  $15.00    (  ) New
(  ) Family $20.00          (  ) Renewal

Please make your check payable to MMGS. 
Send to Membership Chair, MMGS, P.O.
Box 16033, Lansing, MI  48901-6033.



8         MMGS     December Newsletter

Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society CALENDAR

Monthly meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month, except January, July, August and
December, at Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 E. Grand River Avenue, Lansing, Michigan,
unless noted differently.

All meetings start with a program at 7 pm followed by a business meeting at 8 pm

December—no meeting.

January 2010—no meeting.

February 24—The Lost Andersonville Diary: An adventure in family research by Chris Czopek.

March 24—TBA
April 28—TBA
May 26—TBA
June 23—Potluck, program TBA
August 25—TBA

September 22 – Using DNA Tests To Help With Genealogy” presented by Dirk Schweitzer

Mid-Michigan Genealogical
Society
P.O. Box 16033
Lansing, Michigan  48901-6033

Serving the Lansing and Mid-
Michigan researchers of family
history since 1967.

Visit us at our Facebook
website:
www.facebook.com/pages/Mid-
Michigan-Genealogical-
Society/63844634435

HOT OFF THE PRESS!!
The City Pulse has printed a review of the new MMGS book
by Bill Castanier in the November 25th edition of the local
paper.  Dick Eastman’s Genealogy Newsletter online has
picked up the review.  Check them out.

CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE!!!
http://mmgs.wordpress.com/

Earl Watt is doing a great job of keeping
information up-to-date. Look for additional
information like meeting agendas and minutes
to be added soon.


