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by Roni Sionakides 

 

I grew up in Niles, Michigan, a long-time center of French settlement from the mid-1600s of the 

fur traders to the present.  Fort St. Joseph was built and garrisoned in 1691 on the banks of the 

St. Joseph River in what is now Niles just a short mile from my family home.  French surnames 

are still plentiful and varied in that part of Michigan and throughout much of the entire state.  At 

this presentation I have four direct-line French families, late-comers to Michigan in the 1830s 

and 1850s, nearly two centuries after the settling of New France.  One family was known, my 

surname is a corrupted form of Charbonneau, and other families were not.  One was a total 

surprise.  I was raised in the Protestant tradition rather than the Catholic like many of my school 

friends who were from French Catholic families.  For many years all of us had puzzled over my 

French family being Protestant when their French families were Catholic.  Quite frankly, we 

wondered how did that manage to happen!! 

 

In school I studied about the Protestant revolution in Europe, which led me to wonder if we had 

French Protestants in our family background.  When I began to research my family history I did 

not encounter the mysterious French Protestant, or the smoking gun as one would say, clearly 

pointing the way to our religious background.  In genealogy, things are not always precise and 

clear.  But over the years, I began to find those French Protestants or Huguenots, and 

surprisingly, they came not through my obvious French family, but through an English line that 

migrated to Plymouth Colony in Massachusetts, through a Dutch family that settled in new 

Amsterdam in New York and through a French immigrant from the eastern part of France along 

the border with Germany who wound up in the Mohawk Valley in New York fighting in two 

early wars.  My obvious French family, surname Charbonneau, was Catholic up until 5 

generations ago. 

 

I’ve discovered that one doesn’t start by looking for a Huguenot.  The Huguenot will find you!  

And even if you come from a Protestant family with an obvious French ancestry, you may not 

have a Huguenot background as I found out.  The Charbonneaus were not Huguenot.  It takes the 

usual good genealogical search to identify and trace a Huguenot - vital statistics, local histories, 

world histories, migration trails, settlements.  Especially migration trails as the Huguenots 

moved nearly everywhere and often several times in order to avoid persecution! 

 

Now you have found one!!  What is the next step to locating their origins.  The best beginning is  

following the family in the United States as far back as possible then begin to study their 

settlement and migration path.  Keep in mind that your Huguenot ancestor’s family may have 

moved several times over the centuries, the name may have changed in each area, records were 

lost when churches were destroyed and old ship records may not exist.  But many families have 

been extensively researched for membership in a society and that will prove useful if you can tie 

your ancestor to one.  Most have not. 

 

Where do we really begin.  With history!  I’ll present an overview of the world when the 

Protestant Reformation began particularly related to the French experience, then discuss the four 

Huguenot families I have in my researched family lines. 



So, Who were the Huguenots? 

 

The Huguenots were the French Protestants who emerged out of the Reformation that began in 

Martin Luther’s Germany in 1517 and had begun to spread quickly in northern Europe by 1520.  

By then many people were disillusioned with the blatant corruption and authoritarian power of 

the Catholic Church.  The invention of movable type and the printing press didn’t help much 

either.  The French Protestants called themselves Reformes (reformed) but official documents 

referred to them as Pretendus Reformes (pseudo-reformed) from the end of the sixteenth century 

until the Revolution, after which they were commonly designated “French Protestants.”  The 

term Huguenot is of uncertain etymology.  One theory is the word came from the German 

Eidgenossen which means conspirator or confederate in the form of Eigenots or Aignots.  This 

may have been combined with Hugue from one of their early chiefs Hugues Bezanson.  Another 

the name was applied to those who secretly worshiped at Hugon’s Tower at Tours. 

 

According to Frank Puaux, at one time President of the Societe Francaise de l'Histoire du 

Protestantisme Francais and author of many books about the Huguenots, “The word Huguenot is 

an old French word, common in fourteenth and fifteenth-century charters.  As the Protestants 

called the Catholics Papists, so the Catholics called the Protestants Huguenots.  The Protestants 

at Tours used to assemble by night near the gate of King Hugo, whom the people regarded as a 

spirit.  A monk, therefore, in a sermon declared that the Lutherans ought to be called Huguenots, 

as kinsmen of King Hugo, inasmuch as they would only go out at night as he did.  This nickname 

became popular from 1560 onwards, and for a long time the French Protestants were always 

known by it.”  The word was in use by the mid-1500s and still has unclear origins! 

 

The French Protestants were disciples of the teachings of their own countryman, Jean Calvin.  

Other Calvinists in Europe were the Presbyterians in Scotland, the Walloons in the Netherlands, 

the Puritans in England.  The Protestant movements in general were a backlash against a 

civilization many saw corrupted by an all-powerful church. 

 

Protestantism spread quickly throughout France, originally stretching in a crescent from Poitou, 

south through the Languedoc to Germany.  Their main centers were located in Poitou along the 

Atlantic seaboard in the La Rochelle/Aunis area, in Brittany at Saint Malo, and at Montbeliard in 

Franche-Comte bordering Germany in the east.  These were the garrison towns allowed under 

the Edict of Nantes where the Huguenots gained political and economic power. 

 

The new faith was extremely popular in the urban areas rather than in the rural areas, but even 

the rural areas had large communities of adherents.  At one point half the nobility were 

Protestant.  Women in particular were attracted to Protestantism because of its emphasis on 

spiritual and intellectual growth for all believers.  Jean Calvin himself became acquainted with 

Lutherans while at Bourges studying law and was forced to flee to Saintonge (just south of La 

Rochelle) when repression under Francis I began.  Eventually he moved to Basle and then to 

Geneva in Switzerland in 1536 where the Reformation found a home. 

 

From the beginning of the Reformation the adherents in every area were brutally repressed.  The 

Protestants in France were no exception.  Between church and state many were scourged, 

murdered or tortured for their faith.  Massacres, burning at the stake, and starvation were some of 



the most egregious methods to rid the country of heretics and frighten others into conforming 

with the religious practices of the Catholic church. 

 

By 1534 government repression of the Protestants, primarily scourging and burning at the stake, 

under Francis I and later Henri II (and under Francis II, Charles IX, Henri III, all weak rulers 

influenced by their mother Catherine de Medici) commenced and continued for over two 

centuries, a period during which thousands fled their homeland and settled in many areas of 

Europe, the newly opened Americas and eventually in South Africa by way of the Dutch.  This is 

sometimes referred to as the Huguenot diaspora or dispersion.  Their primary enemies were the 

French Parlement, the Sorbonne, and the Society of Jesus, the Jesuits.  In fact the term Jesuit was 

first found in the writings of Jean Calvin as early as 1552. 

 

In 1535 an edict banning all heretics in France led to the first mass exodus of refugees.  The went 

to southern England and formed substantial settlements in Kent and Sussex by 1540 and by 1548 

had settlements in the Channel Islands.  During this time Henry VIII and his successor Edward II 

were on the English throne and had established the Church of England.  In 1553 Henry’s oldest 

daughter, Mary I, ascended to the throne and the persecution of the Protestants in England, 

including those of French heritage, began. 

 

In the Americas, the two earliest French colonies were started by the Huguenots and these were 

not in Canada.  Gaspard de Coligny established a colony in 1555 at the mouth of the Rio de 

Janeiro in Brazil that was wiped out by the Portuguese in 1560.  Again in 1562 he established a 

small settlement at Ft. Caroline in Florida, located at the mouth of the St. John river below 

Jacksonville after receiving permission to do so from the crown.  It was captured by the Spanish 

in 1565 and all inhabitants slaughtered.  The Portuguese and Spanish considered the inhabitants 

heretics.  But the real beginning of large scale immigration to North America was in 1654, a 

century later. 

 

At this same time the Protestants were forming their first church in Paris, a very tiny place to 

worship in a home.  The Protestants held their first synod in Paris in 1559 where they established 

discipline and organization.  And more refugees from the Low Countries (Flanders, Walloon, 

Holland) fled to Kent in1561. 

 

In 1562 the French state recognized the new religion as legal and issued the Edict of St. 

Germain.  It offered some protection.  From 1562 to 1598 eight religious wars and eight truces 

raged in France.  The infamous St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre started 24 August 1572 in 

Paris and quickly spread to other provincial areas.  Sadly, Coligny was among the victims.  

When the killing finally ended over 25,000 Huguenots had been slain in Paris alone, and 

thousands more in the outlying towns.  Over 200,000 left France. 

 

The issue of succession to the throne was problematic in France during this time.  Francis II died 

without producing an heir and was succeeded by his brothers.  Second brother, Henri III, named 

Henry of Navarre his successor.  Henri of Navarre, crowned Henri IV in 1589, was a Protestant 

but converted to Catholicism in 1593 in order to have support from his people.  He began years 

of negotiating with the Huguenot rebels that resulted in the Edict of Nantes in 1598.  The 

Protestants would be allowed to worship freely but only in select areas where they had their 



strongest communities (garrison towns).  La Rochelle was one of those communities, a city on 

the Atlantic seaboard in Poitou.  In fact they were so strong and had been there for such a long 

time that Roman Catholic mass had not been said in 40 years.  The Protestants became a serious 

political power in France after that. 

 

After the Edict of Nantes, religious liberty was not restricted in Canada/New France in the early 

1600s.  Many Huguenots moved to the wilderness of North America in those years.  Some of the 

first settlers in Quebec and Nova Scotia were Huguenots.  They actually remained loyal to the 

king of France despite the atrocities they had endured at the hands of the king.  All they wanted 

in New France was to worship freely without persecution.  From 1534 to 1633 Canada was 

nearly Huguenot controlled.  Of the first eleven governors of New France from 1540 to 1632, six 

were Huguenot, two Roman Catholic and three were Catholic with Huguenot leanings, willing to 

cooperate with the Huguenots for the common good..  The first governor in 1540, Jean Francois 

de la Rocque, Sieur de Roberval, was a Huguenot.  Samuel de Champlain, governor in 1632, was 

a Catholic who sympathized with the Huguenots.  The Huguenots were farmers, fur trappers, 

merchants, craftsmen, etc., the very backbone of New France.  They lived side by side with the 

Catholics.  And there were no religious wars in the new world. 

 

This peace did not last long.  Henri IV was assassinated in 1610 and his successor Louis XIII and 

Cardinal Richelieu began to dismantle the Edict.  By 1622 only two Protestant garrison towns 

remained, La Rochelle was one, and in 1628 Louis reduced the city from 30,000 inhabitants to 

6,000 by starvation.  The 1629 Peace of Ales reaffirmed the Edict of Nantes but the rights of 

assembly and garrison towns were withdrawn. 

 

And in 1626 the Jesuits in Quebec began to restrict privileges.  Louis XIII banned all Huguenots 

from Canada and closed it to Protestant colonists.  Many went to Nova Scotia and the English 

colonies.  The first Huguenot Church on Manhattan Island in New Amsterdam was founded with 

over 300 members.  By 1634 the remaining Protestants had to convert to Roman Catholicism in 

order to remain in New France.  Many did; many left; some stayed. 

 

Louis XIV had a personal hostility toward Protestantism that weakened the position of the 

Huguenots.  After 1659 he forbade their national synod from meeting and harassed provincial 

synods.  By 1685 he revoked the Edict of Nantes.  Protestant worship was forbidden.  The 

Huguenots went underground until 1788 when many of the strictures were lifted as the country 

stood poised for the Revolution. 

 

Huge numbers of Huguenots began the emigration from France.  Those who emigrated from the 

port at La Rochelle went to New France.  Many Huguenots fled north to the Netherlands where 

the other main port of emigration was in Leyden.  Those Huguenots went to the English colonies, 

some on the Mayflower as early as 1620.  Salem, Massachusetts had many Huguenots in their 

settlement by 1626.  And many were from La Rochelle because of the siege.  37.5% went to the 

Netherlands, 35% went to England and less than 5% went to North America.  As the Dutch and 

English migrated to North America, especially the English colonies, many of those were 

originally from Huguenot families. 

 

Almost two million fled France from as early as 1534, a steady flow of families and individuals 



rather than a mass migration.  Today they survive in very small numbers in France, less than 10 

percent of the population are Reformes.  In the Americas, a separate Huguenot church does not 

exist and that makes them difficult to trace.  When they migrated to a new region they 

assimilated into the Protestant groups in the area.  They became Presbyterians, Methodists, 

Congregationalists, Quakers, etc.  Many have been discovered through genealogical research, 

which is changing statistics constantly.  Record-keeping in New France was remarkable but it 

was the domain of the Catholic church.  Genealogists have been able to piece together these 

many families by careful research.  If you query where to find Huguenot records the answer is 

usually in the Catholic Church records.  But that is not necessarily true.  Protestant church 

records are not necessarily kept with the Catholic.  And that will make them much more difficult 

to locate unless the church is known. 

 

The French Connection 
In his book The Days of the Upright, O. I. A. Roche included a list of known Huguenot names 

researched by genealogists.  Along my Charbonneau line of direct descendancy are three names: 

Beauchamp, Duchesne, and Noel who are listed in this book.  My line was solid French-

Canadian until Joseph-Toussaint Charbonneau emigrated to Vermont and his children married 

into American families of Dutch, English, Scottish and Irish ancestry.  The generations after that 

became true representatives of the melting-pot phenomenon. 

 

Joseph-Toussaint Charbonneau (Sherbino), was a Protestant when he moved from Montreal to 

Vermont about 1827, yet his marriage record is located in a Catholic parish.  His ancester, 

Olivier Charbonneau, was Catholic rather than Huguenot when he left La Rochelle.  His family 

was mostly Catholic down the first four generations.  After that it began to vary.  J-T  himself, 

probably Catholic since the family in other branches is Catholic, married a Protestant woman and 

converted from Catholicism to her faith at some point.  She was from the Noel/Noailles 

Huguenot family that arrived in Ile de Orleans, Montmorency, Quebec about 1666 from the New 

Rochelle area of France.  Her first immigrant’s religion is usually noted as unknown in early 

records but in succeeding generations the Canadian Catholic churches recorded baptisms in the 

various parishes.  Perhaps the family was one of those that converted back to Catholicism.  But 

whatever happened, by the time J-T and his wife moved to Vermont they were both Protestant 

and raised their children Protestant.  And I was raised in the Methodist church, J-T’s church.  

There is no strong evidence of a Huguenot family, only a possibility in the Noel family, and not 

in the Charbonneau family. 

 

From the Netherlands to the English Colonies 

What is much clearer, both historically and through genealogical research, is the Huguenot 

family, De Lannoy, that can be directly traced to the Plymouth Colony settlement, arriving from 

the Netherlands.  Many of the Huguenot refugees from northern France, areas such as Flanders 

and the Walloon, who immigrated to the Netherlands married into Dutch families. 

 

New Amsterdam was largely founded by Huguenots under Dutch auspices.  The first white child 

born in Manhattan was to Huguenot parents.  Eleven French-speaking Walloon families 

purchased 40,000 acres of land from the Esopus Indians, a branch of the Lenapi tribe, about 1678 

and founded New Paltz in the mid-Hudson Valley.  Historic Huguenot Street is a National 

Historic Landmark District with 6 of the 8 original stone houses still standing on the street. 



 

My strongest Huguenot ancestor is Philippe Delano who arrived in Plymouth Colony in 1621 on 

the ship Fortune.  He was born in Leyden, Holland in 1602 and baptized in 1603 in the Walloon 

Church, which was a center for Huguenot worship and community.  There was a strong 

connection between the Walloon church and Separatist Church in Leyden.  Phillippe grew up 

under the teachings of the Separatist Church at Leyden.  

 

The De Lannoy family was a large and very old noble family located in the greater area of Lille, 

Tourcoing and Lannoy in what is modern France but was originally from the area of Wallonia 

that had been called Flanders until after World War I.  His father was Jean [Jan] De Lannoy, 

from Tourcoing or Lille and his mother was Marie Mahieu, also from Lille.  It was a Protestant 

family.  Both fled to Leyden in Holland by 1585 after Henri III’s Catholic army had captured the 

border areas.  Jean’s father was listed as a witness to his marriage and his name was Gysbert 

Lano.  The name has many spellings depending on the literacy level of the writer. 

 

Places often gave rise to a family name and the area of Lannoy is the source of the name.  

Lannoy, modern Lys-Lez-Lannoy is located about 10 kilometers east of Lille.  Tourcoing is 

about 10 kilometers northeast of Lille.  Both cities are nearly at the border with the Province of 

Hainaut in Belgium.  The Belgium city of Tournai is about 25 kilometers east of Lille.  This area 

of France was on the western edge of Wallonia that is comprised of the Belgium provinces of 

Hainaut, Liege, Luxembourg, Namur and the Walloon Brabant.  The language of Walloon is a 

sub-group of the Langue d’Oil and is still spoken today in much of the southern Walloon area of 

Belgium. 

 

The area of the Low Countries or the Netherlands had been an area of unrest for centuries, 

culminating in the World War II Battle of the Bulge.  It was not spared from the religious wars 

triggered by the Reformation, but by 1581 the north of the Spanish Netherlands had gained a 

Protestant majority that successfully revolted.  This area became the Republic of the Seven 

United Netherlands, also called the Dutch Republic or the United Provinces.  The seven 

provinces were Holland, Zeeland, Utrecht, Guelders, Overrijssel, Friesland, and Groningen.  

Shortly after, the southern provinces of Flanders, Brabant, Namur, Hainaut and Luxembourg 

joined them.  Many northern French Protestants found sanctuary in these areas during times they 

were harshly persecuted in France by the Valois kings, especially Henri III who began his reign 

in 1574 and ruled until 1589. 

 

My lineage from Philippe Delano centers around his son Thomas’ marriage to Rebecca Alden, 

daughter of Priscilla Mullins and John Alden.  Their son Thomas married Hannah Bartlett and 

their daughter Deborah married into the Morton family descended from George Morton.  I am 

directly descended from George Morton.  My great grandmother, Almeda Morton, is the 10
th
 

generation of Mortons in America (I am generation 13).  And her family was the wealthy and 

influential Morton family that moved into Dowagiac, Cass County (Wayne Township around 

Twin Lakes) and Benton Harbor in Berrien County from western New York.  [Sidebar note:  

Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s mother was descended from Philip Delano’s son Thomas.] 

 

Of note:  my father served in World War II and was in the Battle of the Bulge which was fought 

in 1944-45 in Bastogne, Province of Namur in the Walloon area of Belgium, also referred to as 



the Ardennes.  The city is located south of Liege near the border with Luxembourg.  He never 

knew that one of his ancestors was from the Walloon. 

 

Lost names - mysterious women 

One of the more interesting aspects of genealogy is solving a mystery, actually hunting for and 

finding a lost relative buried under a pile of names. When I first started to piece together my 

family history, I frequently came across names in obituaries or other writings of women listed as 

Mrs. John Doe or Mrs. James Jones.  There was no mention of even a given first name let alone 

any maiden name.  Who this person was is one of the more difficult discoveries in genealogy.  

So, there begins the mystery that has to be unraveled. 

 

Another nearly positive ancestor who emigrated from a part of the Netherlands near the border 

with Belgium married a woman with Huguenot background named DePre.  Although no research 

has turned up where her family originated, the Dutch historians in the area always refer to her 

family as French Huguenot. 

 

She is the least known Huguenot in my family, a French refugee woman who married a 

Dutchman and emigrated to the New York area of Esopus, modern Ulster County, just north of 

New York City.  His name was Marinus Van Aken or Van Auken.  There are several related 

spellings.  The Dutch women, like the French women, kept their last names.  Marriage records in 

the Netherlands have recorded his marriage to a Pieternel DePre on 11 April 1683 in 

DeHervorme Kerk van Cadzand, Netherlands [located in Zeeland near the border with Belgium].  

The VanAken Family organization has a Dutch genealogist who has traced her name to the 

Walloon area of Flanders, presently northern France and Belgium.  He has commented that her 

name is commonly recognized in the Netherlands as French rather than Dutch.  DePre and its 

variants of Dupre, Dupree, etc. is a known Huguenot name.  Except for the Dutch marriage 

record, her last name was buried by the VanAuken name when the couple arrived in New 

Amsterdam.  There is considerable interest in her origins by the family organization and they 

may eventually be able to prove her origins as a Huguenot officially. 

 

The Surprise Huguenot and this does happen! 
But, unusual things do happen when poking around the family history.  I had a Catherine Schako 

married to Mathias Weaver who moved from Stone Arabia in the Mohawk Valley area of New 

York, an area of mostly Dutch and German peoples, to Cass County, Michigan.  Still, undaunted 

by what was actually staring me in the face, I thought this was a Scottish family, had the clan all 

researched.  And my mother said this was a Scottish family.  I looked for years for any mention 

of this family in all the Scottish records, ships records, family books, just everywhere.  Scottish 

emigration research is extensive and thorough, too.  Nothing!  Then I checked back on 

Ancestry.com to a file from a cousin who had updated her descendancy with an origin for the 

first immigrant to the New World and he was from GERMANY!  How did Mom get this one so 

wrong? 

To my complete delight, I began to find the Weaver family that had eluded me because I was 

relying on my mother’s stories of the family history.  The early very tiny crack in the wall that 

had dripped records slowly and mostly in Michigan suddenly became a wide open path to 

origins.  And that led to a surprise that I had not expected.  My primary Weaver family that 

migrated from New York to Michigan is Mathias Weaver, born in Stone Arabia, Town of 



Palatine, Montgomery County, New York and his wife Catherine Schako, also born in Stone 

Arabia.  This was a family I had researched early, mostly from the simple fact I had a lot of 

family background such as Bible inscriptions, newspaper clippings, family photos, old genealogy 

leading back to Scotland, and a strange story about a house in Elkhart, Indiana that was torn 

down with associated bitterness and exclusion, the full catastrophe!  Enough to start looking 

around a bit. 

 

The Weaver family is German from the Palatine, an area around Heidelburg and Manheim, an 

area that was Protestant, unstable and devastated from constant wars.  And what does all this 

have to do with another Huguenot in the family?  Back up a bit where I mentioned the last name 

Schako.  From the beginning of my research I thought this was the Dutch in the family even 

though the name is not similar to any Dutch name I have encountered.  Mom always said we had 

a little (wrong again–we have a lot of!) Dutch.  This name and family was my second perplexing 

wall.  I did a little more work on the Schako family, especially searching through various New 

York county websites.  Not only did I find other spellings that led me to her family, it led to a 

comment that the original immigrant was born in France per the History of Montgomery County, 

1892 and the Van Alstyne/Van Alstine Family History, Volume 1 which states the family was 

Huguenot.  This strange name was beginning to make sense.  French I could accept.  That “O” 

ending!  And he was living in an area that was Dutch Reformed and German Protestant.  His 

wife was from the German Christman family and his children married into both Dutch and 

German families.  His name was George Adam Schako or Chawgo and he just shows up in the 

Mohawk Valley in 1755 in time to participate in the French and Indian War at Fort William 

Henry, and 20 years later died in the American Revolutionary War in the Battle of Oriskany in 

1777 at about age 39.  But one thing is certain, all his surviving records are in Protestant 

churches; he was probably French Reformed.  Further research did not locate his name in any of 

the books on Huguenot immigration, at least not under Schako or Chawgo.  When the name was 

spelled by the church ministers into a German or Dutch interpretation it was based on how it 

sounded to their ears.  Just as my surname was spelled by census takers or anyone else who 

wrote down records as it sounded.  Mission nearly impossible:  find the original spelling of 

Schako/Chawgo; find the Huguenot connection. 

 

The baptismal books of Stone Arabia have many different spellings of Schako, some beginning 

with J and ending with eau, again from the sound.  But online research of the French and Indian 

war has led me down a path that seems reasonable but at this point is pure speculation.  I think 

the original last name is Jacob.  Schako, Chawgo and Jacob pronounced the French way are very 

similar.  And a French soldier who was on the French Canadian side of the conflict has surfaced. 

 

He was Jacob Irtouir dit Jacob, born ca. 1721 in France / Allemagne, died unknown; buried 16 

June 1758 in Parish of Hotel-Dieu de Montreal, Quebec, Canada, age about 37; arrived in 

Quebec 23 June 1755 on the ship L’Illustre with his Regiment, Guyenne, Company 

Chassignolles as a soldier to participate in the war between the French and English and their 

Indian allies, called the Seven-Years War in Canada and the French and Indian War in the U.S.  

He was from the Rhineland area of either France or Germany, the area referred to as Allemagne 

by those who lived in what was vaguely called France.  He was a soldier.  He probably died at 

the Battle of Ticonderoga from his burial date.   The Drouin Collection lists him as Catholic but 

he is also listed as Reforme or more commonly Huguenot in other online records of the regiment. 



 

George Adam is not a common French name, especially Adam.  It is more of a German 

configuration.  I notice it in the German families in the Mohawk Valley.  The facts all point to a 

Huguenot refugee to the Rhineland area on the border with French-speaking areas.  The area of 

Stone Arabia has several families from that area who were from French Huguenot families such 

as the Nellis, the Clocq and the Laux families who probably spoke German but still retained their 

French names in a recognizable form.  They were not Germanized yet. 

 

Many of the French Huguenots from the Walloon area of present-day Belgium sought refuge in 

the German Palatinate.  Those Dutch and French families became German, germanized their 

names over time, and lost their native languages.  A century later, Louis XIV revoked the Edict 

of Nantes in 1685 and began to drive the French Reformed adherents out of France.  Ten days 

after the revocation the German Edict of Potsdam welcomed the French Huguenots into their 

territory, specifically the Palatinate.  The above mentioned Nellis family was among the later 

emigration which makes their last name easier to identify as a French name.  It did not have time 

to become germanized. 

 

That brings me back to the Weaver family that was part of the Palatinate migration.  Was this 

family German in origin or can it be traced back further, possibly to the Netherlands or even 

France?  Their name, even if germanized, was Weber and anglicized to Weaver in New York.  

Would records even exist going back to the late 1500s?  And where would they be located?  

Germany?  The Netherlands?  Or France?   

 

Finding a Huguenot in your family can run the gamut from extremely recognizable to totally 

obscure.  A last name can be changed to conform with local forms and spellings, disguising that 

the original name is even French.  It is very difficult to prove lineage in order to apply for 

membership in a Huguenot society.  And more often than not, when you do find a Huguenot in 

your family, it will be unexpected! 

 

Some well-known Americans from Huguenot families 

Anthony Benezet - American Quaker abolitionist and publisher 

I. E. DuPont - manufacturer 

Paul revere - silversmith 

Henry Laurens - signed Declatation of Independence for South Carolina 

Francis Marion - the Swamp Fox 

John Jay - founding father 

Tom Brokaw - TV news broadcaster and journalist 

Henry David Thoreau - American writer and abolitionist 

John Greenlief Whittier - American Quaker poet and abolitionist 

 

Churches 
Only one that is independent Huguenot church is located in Charleston, SC, founded in 1681 

All other Huguenot churches became associated with other denominations 

Most Huguenots assimilated into local churches 

 

Resources 



National societies 

The National Huguenot Society, located in Minnesota 

The Huguenot Society of America, located in New York City 

 

Paper resources - just a few, there are many others in family histories 

Huguenot Genealogical Research, Charles M. Franklin - migrations, settlements and statistics. 

A Huguenot Research Guide, Arlene H. Eakie and Linda E. Brinkerhoff. 

The Days of the Upright: A History of the Huguenots by O. I. A. Roche, New York, 1965 - good 

source of names. 

The Wars of Religion in France 1559 - 1576, James Westfall Thompson, Frederick Ungar 

Publishing Co., New York, 1958. 

The Trail of the Huguenots in Europe, the United States, South Africa, and Canada, G. Elmore 

Reaman, Genealogical Publishing Co., 1966. 

History of the Huguenot Emigration to America, Charles W. Baird, New York: Dodd, Mead & 

Co., 1885. 

Trail of the Black Walnut, has much on the migrations and settlement of Ontario by various 

groups including Huguenots. 

Many publications from the two societies with known names and families. 

 

Online resources, a few of many 

Olive Tree Genealogy.com 

huguenotsocietyofamerica.org 

cyndislist.com/huguenot - the best starting place that will have links for societies, histories and a 

few researched families 

huguenots-france.org 

 

genealogyforum.com/gfaol/research/huguenots - has a reading list 

 

Addendum if time 
Unknown women continued 

Priscilla Mullins was among the English Separatists who arrived in Plymouth Colony in 1620 on 

the Mayflower and was the only one of her family to survive the first winter.  Her story is well-

known and told in what is now the mythology of the first settlers in Massachusetts–the courtship 

of Myles Standish and her marriage to John Alden.  She did marry John Alden and have children 

who survived.  The Myles Standish story is completely false, of course, and just that, a story.  

But Priscilla Mullins has a controversy about her family.  In some research she is noted coming 

from a Huguenot family that fled to England when Elizabeth I welcomed the Protestant French 

to settle in her lands.  The Mayflower Society, which has done the most extensive research on all 

the first families and is the most authoritative, has declined this history of her family.  They have 

stated there is no documentation to support her family being Huguenot.  Older records anywhere 

are hard to find and even follow to a satisfying logical conclusion. 

 

Priscilla’s father, William Mullins, was a Puritan Dissenter and his family, what can be traced, 

was from Dorking, Surrey, England.  At this time it is not proven that the family originated in 

France or was associated with the Huguenots.  William brought his family (wife and two 

children) to Plymouth Colony on the Mayflower.  He, his wife and son all died during the first 



winter.  Priscilla was the only surviving member of the family.  John Alden is also thought to be 

Huguenot but, again, this has not been proven.  His family has even less evidence of original 

homelands than Priscilla’s family. 

 

Hypothetically, she could be from a French Protestant family.  What is known is her father’s 

name was originally spelled Molines and was originally French.  Many English names originated 

in the close ties the English had with the French, especially after the Norman conquest, so that is 

not an uncommon encounter.  And many English names were deliberately spelled to look 

French.  The snob factor was very much in evidence.  My father’s mother’s maiden name is 

Barbour.  The name origins books list this name from northern England, lowland Scotland, or the 

border country with an alternate spelling Barber.  The “o-u-r” ending was added to make the 

name more exotic.  Barber and Barbour are interchangeable.  The French equivalent is Barbier, a 

different sounding name altogether. 

 

Molines into Mullins would have evolved by simple pronunciation and phonetic spelling.  The 

English were very creative with their spelling until the 1800's when the language was somewhat 

standardized.  Without hard evidence of vital statistic records, we will never truly know if the 

Mullins family was a Huguenot family.  What can be suggested is that if her father was not a 

Huguenot, what about her mother?  Or her grandmother?  Both of these women are buried in the 

mists of their lost identity when they married and became a Mrs. or a Goodwife or Goody or 

whatever other title they acquired.  In England they became absorbed by the masculine.  The 

women rarely kept a maiden name let alone a first name.  That tradition carried over into every 

country where English traditions were established and especially in North America in the 

colonies.  Again this proves it is very difficult to follow a Huguenot family. 

 


